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Certain aspects of human culture In the ancıent Near ast from prehistoric and
protohistoric times WOU ST1 be recognized in the modern WOT. CVCN when they
longer WOU SCIVC use PUTDOSC for instance, pper Paleolıthic hand AaXCS
er specıfic aspects of the earlıest evıidence ofhuman culture, the other hand,
ST1 actıvely employ for instance certaın geographical such daSs those for the
C1ıty of Aleppo, for the uphrates OT the 12TI1S Rıvers. ese AdIiC OUT

earlıest attested geographical des1gnations In the Al1Ca and aDPCAaT 18} JO back LO prehistoric
times, SsInce they SsStem from substratum anguage 1C long precede: the earlhıest
attested hıstorical languages. The Samllec 1S also for VELY prominent aspect of late
prehistoric and protohistoric materı1al culture, namely the usec of seals, both Stamp seals

Thıs ıcle partly Out of research conducted whıiıle spending semester the Facolta dı
leologia di Lugano in the Wınter semester 1994-95 ıle the part ancıent esopotamıan seals
dırectly trom O W research and excavatıons In Syrıa (Irom which ave derived the iıllustratıve materı1a]l
sed In the rticle, SOINC of whıch 18 publıshed ere for the 1Irs! 1me), IN Y interest In connecting previ10us
research ıth the New Jlestament Was stimulated by conversatıons ıth the Rector Facolta, FT. Georges
Chantraine S: and ıth ıts Secretary General, Fr. Ernesto Wıllıam Volonte CaIllec spen! part of
sabbatical YCar 4-95 at the Facolta be Car the bıshop of ugano and ounder of the Facoltä, Msgr
Eugenio Corecco In what, A sadly, turned out be the ast months 15 ıfe ıle In ugano Caimnec to
greatiy admıre the Facolta and its tudents Thıs SMa\| contrıbutio: 1S dedicated the Compagnia dı Santa
leresa, whose help and eNCOUragemMenNtT durıng the per10d of ıts composıtıon made deal of dıfference
LO
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and cylinder seals. rıtıng, and therefore what call cıvılızatıon, developed for the
first time In the ancıent Near ast somewhere between 3500 and 3000 amp
seals precede the introduction of writing, ıle cylınder seals dIC contemporary wıth
it In thıs artıcle, 111 fırst ook at SOIIIC of the SCS of seals in the ancıent Near ast
before the advent of Christ, especılally dSs connected wıth recent discoverlies ave
made in OUT OW excavatıons ın Syrıa, and then g1ve SOMNC oughts seal imagery in
the New Testament.

I HE SYRO-MESOPOTAMIAN ACKGROUND

Earliest Development of Seals

The earlıest seals WCIC stamp seals from sıtes In Mesopotamıa such d Arpachıya
in northern Iraq datıng what 1S known d the Übaıld per10d, about 4000 B.C.! ylınder
seals WEIC first employe around 3500 and developed at pomt when writing
WAas alsSoO in ıts nfancy. rıtıng SICW Out of ecCconOomıIıc need: its evolution 15 strictly

wıth the temple and C1vıl admınıstrations of the independent cCıty states 1C
WEIC prevalent ın southern Mesopotamıa In thıs per10: The prehistory of writing Was

long ONC, d 19(0)  S know that ıts antecedents egan around 8000 through the
makıng and preservatıon of tokens 16 carrıed numer1ıc d ell d>S substantıve
meanıng; these tokens Camllc at later ( be kept insıde clay balls 2 Later the
tokens WEeIC also impressed the outsıde of these 4S INOTEC practical method of
owıng what WAas insıde wıthout havıng to Tea the alls:; of COUISC In Casec of
dıspute the COU. be broken o verıfy the number and type of tokens. The
WeEIC often sealed all OVeT the outsıde wıth and cylınder seals }

The exti Camle wıth the impressi0n of the tokens flat pleces of clay
the first ablets TOom the VE beginning of wriıting, around 3500 cylınder seals

and CRUIKSHANK ROSE, «Excavatıons at Tall rpachıya, 1933», in
Iraq (1935),; 1-178

We ave aDOuU! fıve clay sealed ıth and cylınder seals TOmM excavatıons in
Mesopotamıa and Syrıa ese AT ften referred bullae, from the atın te': sed ın the 1ıddle
Ages indıcate seal Impress10ns ttached important documents.

Evıdence of thıs development CaImne first from the stratıgraphy of the cıty of Uruk ıIn outhern
esopotamıa In Uruk clay dAICc sealed ıth both and cylınder seals, giving the earlıest
evidence for cylınder seals. By the ext level, IVb, stamp seals had SONC Out ofuse and cylınder seals
WeTC promıiınent. Thıs 15 the only stratiıfied sıte where ave evidence of thıs transıtıon TOom
cylınder seals. The development of tokens and E1r importance for numeratıiıon and wrıting 1S discussed in
detaıl in SCHMANDI!-BESSERAIN), Before Writing, vols, Austıin, Universıity of lexas Press, 992
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WeIC rolled ablets e1ir functional connection wıth the development ofwrıting 1s
not clear A yel, but the followıng consıderations AIc ımportant for OUT topıc.
rnıtıng developed Out of burocratıic need to keep records In the begiınnıng «TEeXTIS»

aAaDPDCAal (8) center around numbers of x00ds (e «4 sheep»). ylınder seals IMaYy have
developed In paralle mode In order specı1fy the of the g00ds In other words
urıng the early stages, the «wrıting» SyStem Wäds not sufficıently developed enable
the scrıbe (8; CXDICSS personal (or of cıt1es OT instiıtut1ons such AS the
emple) Therefore paralle sSystem Was developed 1C WAas strictly 1conographıc;
thıs System dıd nNnOot «plcture» the indıvıdual (or indeed refer indıvıdual in an Yy
spicıf1ic manner) but rather sStood for the indıvıdual (Z symbolıze the indıvıdual).
The 1conographic motıif then CaIne 8} represent certaın indıvıdual In front of the
bureaucracy and also became the self-1ıdentification of that DCTISON. The of the
motıifs in thıs earhest per10d 15 intrıguıng In that they represent anımals OT people
workıng, for example potters makıng arge Jars, 0)4 the actıvıtles of earded INan

interpreted d kıng TIhe cylınder seal format 1s alsSO interesting. The orıgıinal
sea] format Wäas abandoned for the cylınder probably because the surface of the stamp
seal Was nNnOt sufficıently arge 18 ENCOMPASS the dıversıty needed produce the number
of dıfferent seal des1igns needed Dy Ndıvı1ıduals SeVecn al thıs early

Thus from the VC. egınnıng seals WeIC employe in shape and for PDULDOSCS
4C then lasted thousands of That S, have evidence CVCN In thıs early
per10 of seals sed seal doors, Jars, boxes and askets TOmM OUT OW excavatıons
at the sıte of raya, along the uphrates Rıver In eastern Syrıa, discovered number
of both seal and cylınder sea] impressions“* (Fig. 1)? 1Io seal contaıner
door, the seal Was rolled lump of clay 1Cc had been placed OVCTI portion of the

contaıner OT, In the Casc of door, (T PC£ and strıng used tıe the door
closed Thıs éystem envisioned that the clay lump WOU. be Strong enough In
iıtself tO be used dSs ock other physıca devıce prevent DCISON from reakıng
nto the contaıner OT [OOIN ere Was door ock and ouar' for thıs purpose.®

What 1S Eeven INOTEC s1gnıfıcant for OUT present argument 1S that, from the eginnıng,
seals AapPCar have elonge tO specıfic PDCISON., That 1S SdY, In MOSst instances
seal dıd not belong admıniıstrative entity such AS temple OT bureau In the CIty
admınıistration, to kınshıp such A4Ss trıbe tamıly, OT tOo Aally other type of

BUCCELLAIUNINL, «Salt al the Dawn of Hıstory: The Case of the evelle: Rım Bowls», In
Resurrecting the ’st. Joint Trihute O Nan Bounnı (eds Matthıae Van Loon Weı1ss),
Publications de I’Instı hıstor1ıque-archeologique neerlandaıs de ambou! 6/, Leıden, Nederlands Hiıstorisch-
Archaeologisch NSr te Istanbul, 1990, 17-40; SIMPSON, «Qraya Modular Reports, N® The arly
Soundings», In yro-Mesopotamian Studies 4/4 (1991)

Dee, 84-88
Just 3000 ater they WOEIC sed In the Sd_I1lc WdY to seal Christ’s omb (Mt 66); ote

hat ere tOO ere W das eed for guard. In Rev 20) seal 15 sed In thıs Iso
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TOUD, but elonge instead 18 indıvıdual person. / The earlıest seal des1igns only
ave visual representations of figures and inscr1ıptions, AS In Fig. TOmM the
eginnıng of the development of cylınder seals [WO factors ATIC evıdent: the designs
WCIC complıcated 1conographıcally and seal designs WEIC exactly alı Thıs 1s
the Casc whether the seals sealıngs dAIc excavated from the southern eartian: around
the cıty of Uruk al dıstances from ıt In northern 5yrıa and southeasternatolıa
TOUN! 2500 when the seals themselves egın be inscr1ibed, the Iinscr1ptions
contaın the dIinNne and ın INanYy the patronymıcs of the indıvıdual seal An
indiıvıdual WOU ordınarıly only ave ONC sea] 1C In Man Yy WAas buriıed wıth
them ®

Seal Use INn the INMillennium

ere 15 INOTC evidence for seal In the 1T! mıllennı1ıum in connection
wıth admınıstrative practices d known hrough excavated cylınder seals and sealıngs.
TOm OUT OW excavatıons in the ancıent Hurrıan relig10us center of Urkesh (modern
OZzan), datıng the ate 1T! millennı1ıum, have arge ofsealıngs resulting
from these practices.? On the southwestern edge of the Hıgh oun Just insıde what
aAapPCAISs be the C1Ity all in thıs arca, and poss1bly NCar maJor gate, AIcC excavatıngz

Thıs 18 VeEIYy clear from about 2300 onward. Before hıs per10 SOINC seals May ave een
sed institutional seals. One ‚AdA5SC In pomn 15 called «CIty seals» because they ave the f
cıtles insceribed them. ese seals WeEeTIC In ex1istence only for short per10d of time, around 2500 thıs
tradıtıon Was NnOT continued. See MATTHEWS, Cities, Seals anı Writing: Archaic Impressions from
Jemdet Nasr and Ur, Materıialıen den Frühen Schriftzeugnissen des Vorderen Orıients Z Berlın, erb.
Mann Verlag, 1993, and forthcoming reviIeW, «Revıew of Matthews 1993», In Archiv für Orientforschung,
996 In ater times deıties COuU. ave seal; for instance the god Assur had seal In the (Jld ssyrıan
per10« ings and QUECNS COU. POSSCSS multiple seals: from OUT excavatıons ın the ancıent Hurrıan cıty of

(Mozan). ave uncovered evıdence of seals belongıng the and 1ve of the kıng
Research the use of cylınder seals ın admınistratıve ‚Ontext evidenced by excavated seal] impress10ns
TOom the fourth and thiırd miıillennı1um 1S VeEIY much ın the OreIiron! of scholarshıp In the 1e of Syro-
Mesopotamıan studıes ;oday.

For the AaAsc ofa tomb irom Assur ıth Tree seals SCC LARSEN, «Seal Use In the Old Assyrıan
Per10d», In Gibson-R. 1ggS, Seals andSealing, Bıblioteca esopotamıca 6, alıbu, Undena Publıcations,
IDLT- In the Hurrıan cCıty of Urkesh the seal Cutters went lengths dıfferentiate In small
detaıls the Varıous seals of the which WeIiIC sed contemporaneously Dy the Varı0us representatıves of
thee In OMNC Casec from Urkesh, baskets WOIC sealed by the cook of the9 SCC BUCCELLAINII

KELLY-BUCCELL.  1 King and ueen of Urkesh Mozan) Evidence from the Royal Storehouse
A Bıblıotheca Mesopotamıiıca, alıbu, Undena Publications (forthcoming INn

The ongomlng excavatıons at Mozan ATC directed by Buccellatı and myself; they AIC sponsored
by IMAS, The International NstT! for Mesopotamıan Area Studies Excavatıons at Mozan ave een

In part Dy The atıona. Endowment for the Humanıties (grant RO21543-87), The Ambassador
Internationa| Foundatıion, The Kress Foundatıon, and Varıo0us prıvate donors. The Mozan seal Impress10ns
reproduced ere wWeTe drawn by Cecıly ılsdale See partıcularly BUCCELELLAII KELLY-
BUCCELLAIIT, Mozan E Bıbliotheca Mesopotamıiıca 20, alıbu, Undena Publıcations, 1987
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roya storehouse datıng about 2300 (the Akkadıan per10d) What ave
excavated of thıs ulldıng thus far 1s characterized Dy plan wıth tWO maJor WIngs,
ONC eing the mirror image of the other:; such symmetrıcal layout 15 1CQ. for the
bulldıngs of thıs per10 farther the south In kkad iıtself. un1que feature of thıs
plan 15 the ex1istence of two Sma. closets vaults each wıth antechamber precedıing
ıt Thus far ave excavated only OIMC of these vaults wıth ıts antechamber and
arge LOOIIN connected it. On the mud OOTr of the vault, the antechamber and the
larger 1OOITNN WCIC about 600 sea] impress10ns. TOmM the D VOLSC of these impress10ns

have the imprıints of the objects these seals WeTiIC ealıng Some of the Impress10ns
WEeIC used In con]j]unction wıth the sealıng of doors (Fig. poss1bly the vault iıtself.
Many had been employe O seal] Jars (Fig. others boxes OT baskets (ın 1C Cadsec
the reeds of the baskets dIC clearly SCCH in the OV61s6 of the impress10n). Iwo of these
seals AdIcC insceribed wıth the 1Nalllc and title seal 1ıle in everal others the

of kıng and of Urkesh appear. !© The seals had been carved ocally and
used un1ıque motifs. One seal design 16 has been OunNn! for the first time In the
Mozan materı1a]l 1S wıth SMa attendant touchıng the lap of seated
(Fig. Such intimate human gestures AaIc VE Tarc in the ancıent Near kast; thıs ON
15 evocatıve of kınd of personal connection but the ature of the connection 15 not
clear.!

One interesting aspect of the Mozan designs 1S that they USC SOTIINC of the Samne
motifs in dıfferent WAaYyS; that 1s LO SaY, specıfic motifs AI recombıined and reorganızed

that SOTNC elements AIc the Sad1inle but others have been 125 T cshow the
wıth and wıthout the table). Thıs also OCCUTS in the seal Inscr1pt1i0ons. The

knowledge of the PDIODCI seal desıgn OT des1gns 1C COU. be used 18 reseal Was
fundamental 18 the operatıon of the admıiınistrative System SINCEe only seal (or
the des1ignated representatıve of the owner) WAas authoriızed O UDCN the seals, and
therefore reseal them All of these detaıls SCIVC emphasıze the fact that seals had
COMe to be SCCI1 INOTEC and INOTEC 4S extension of the personal Wf theır
they properly stood for hım OT her, and author1ızatıon C0 USCcC them mplıed delegatıon of
thıs personal W

10 Seven irom hıs storehouse Can be attrıbuted the and fıve the kıng, named Tupkısh.
The importance of storehouses and e1Ir sealıng Call be SCCI1 In second miıllennı1um Hıttıte myt! 1C
reflects older Hurrıan myt. In the SONS of Ullıkumm 1, Ea sks the gods OPCNH the primeval storehouses
and 18 gel from there tool nNnOot sed siınce creation, fter1C theyl reseal the storehouses: «Open agaın
the old, fatherly, grandfatherly storehouses. Let them bring forth the seal of the primeval athers and ıth ıt
reseal them». HOFFNER., Hittite Myths (ed Beckman, transl. Hoffner), Soclety of Bıblıcal
Literature, Wrıitings from the Ancıent OT. Zu Atlanta (Georgia), Cholars Press, 990

Just they AIC [aTrc In the Old JTestament, however SCC Gen and 29; both 0OCCAas1ons
solemn promıise 18 connected ıth the gesture of putting hand under the 1g We ave parallels for

the Mozan examples which date to around 2300
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Fig.1 Seal impress1io0n from raya
datıng the en of the fourth
mıllennıum
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Fig. Reconstruction of the door
sealıng mechanısm from Mozan
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Fig, Mozan seal impress1i0n howıng part of the lyre and
(Photo number VE8b3201)
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FÜg Mozan seal Impression howıng Dart of the lyre and attendant
(Photo number /-2
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Fig. Composıte drawıng of the lyre and from Mozan
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Fig. Composıte drawıng of the lyre and
attendant from Mozan

Pa
Fig. erga CONntract wıth seal impress10ns of
the wıtnesses (TQ4 163)
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Fig, Fınger naıl Impress10ns
cune1form tablet from erga (1Q4
1/1)

Fig. I0 (Jarment border impression
cune1form tablet from erga (TQ4 163)
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Seal UYse INn the Second Millennium

In the second mıllennı1um inscr1ıptions cylınder seals AIC standard and at times
became iımportant that there Was LOOIN for 1conographic motif. TIhe seal
inscr1ptions usually o1ve the Namnlec seal OWICT, hıs her patronymıcs and tutelary
deity.!? At thıs pomnt cylınder seals WeTC maınly employe Dy 1INd1v1duals seal
cune1form ablets ın addıtıon sealıng doors and containers‘>; OUT evidence 1S INOTEC

abundant for theır usc ablets In thıs time per10' By WaVY of example Can o0k al
the ablets excavated by from the house of Ianl named Puzurum who 1ve': Just
before 2 BC In the ancıent cıty of Ierga ocated along the mıddle uphrates Rıver
in modern Syria. !“ In STtOTrTeroom of thıs house excavated number of cune1form
ablets of CONtTtracts for the acquısıtion and sale of and and houses. The Contracts WeIC

guaranteed by the of number ofwıtnesses who also sealed the ablets (Fig.
5) Since the ablets WeTIC relatıvely SIMa and SINCEe number of wıtnesses WCIC needed
(60) seal] them (four 1ve), ın effect only portion of the seal desıgn COuU be rolled
ONTO the tablet However the Naillec of each of the wıtnesses sealıng the WAas

wriıtten exti the impress1io0n of theır seal. ere WOIC times when PCISON had only
imıted need for cylınder seal. In thıs Case they COUuU have seal carved out of clay

instead of E oun everal of these cylınder seals made Irom clay ın the
excavatıons at erga

ere WEIC, however, [WO other possı1bilıties of indıcatıng indıvıdual affırmatıon
OT ownershıp ıf the indıvıdual dıd noOot have seal. One Was make serl1es of finger
naıl impress10ns In the clay (Fig. The other possıbılıty Was Impress the hem/
border garment into the clay (Fig. In Fıg 10, ONe wıtnesses, Hazıbum,
obviously dıd nNnOotL have sea] avaılable, he impressed hıs garment border (  adıan
SISSTIkEU). The secrıbe WTOTteEe exti the garment impress10n: «Garment border of
Hazıbum». In all however seal, iinger naıl, OT hem Impress10n) the impression
sıgnifies the agreement of that indivıdual the ega. ramıf1ıcatıons of the‘U
In the Casec of g00ds OT doors, theır authorıty OVCTI such. ertaıly the impression of

12 For detaıls SCC Henrı1 Les legendes des Cassıtes, Brussels, Academıe Royale de
Belgique, 97/1

13 TOM the Marı archıves COIINC number of cune1form concerned ıth the openıng and
resealıng of StOTeTrOOM doors, S6n especılally Correspondance feminine, Archives Royales de
Marı Parıs, Geuthner, 1978, 39, n EZ; BOTTERO., Lettres de Mukannishum, Archıves Royales de
Marı 13: Parıs, Geuthner, 1964, 32-34, nOS 14:15

14 The erga eXcavatıons, directed Dy Glorg10 Buccellatı and myself, WeTC conducted between
976 and 987 On the seals irom erga SCC Kelly-Buccellatı, «Miınıature Art TOmM erga, 700
New Sources for Mıd-Second Miıllenni1um In Mesopotamıa», in BUCCELLAIII SPERONI, The
Shape of the ast. Studies INn Honor of Franklin Murphy, Los Angeles, Institute of Archaeology and
OÖffice of the Chancellor, Universıity of Calıfornia, 198 45-54; 1d., «Sealıng Practices at Jerga», In Insight
T’hrough Images: Studies In Honor of Edith Porada (ed. Kelly-Buccellatı), Bıblıotheca Mesopotamıica
2 1986, 133-142, pl Z
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CIO border OT CVECN less finger aıl impress10ns dıd not ave the indıvıduatıng
characteristics that the personalızed 1conography WI1 wıthout seal inscription
namıng the seal owner) of cylınder sea] dıd have, but they WeTC perce1ved d

ımportant part of indıvıdual and COUuU therefore be used where
symbolıze the PCISON., The uUusc garment hem Iinger naıl Impress10ns
AIc Tew d MOSsSstT important Indıvıduals dıd cylınder seal.

EAL IMAGERY PPLIED CHRIST AND IHE ®PIRIT

Against the aC  TOp of thıs 4000 VCar long tradıtion of seal uSC, Cal 1O  S
o0ok al L[WO aspects of the New JTestament dsSs they ATicC connected wıth thıs cultural
phenomenon. Throughout the hıstory of Palestine, seals WEITIC much INOTC

ımportant than cylınder seals,1 WeTC for the MOST part imported. !> But
seals WOIC utilızed In the SAaIinec IHNanNnnNeTr d cylınder seals in Mesopotamıa and had the
SdIne sıgnıf1cance: that of representing personal identity and control. In the time of
Christ, sıgnet nngs (stamp seals mounted LO be WO d nngs), In addıtion to conveyıng
the personal dentıity of the9WOIC sıgn of wealth and Wus probably the
Greek sphragis mentioned ın / Cor9 “ZUimM 2 1: 1E f 1;9:4)
In Revelatıon these seals dIiC moOost important, and In fact central to the events 1C
ATcC depicted. 16 Next the HSE of seals, the s1gn1ıfı1cance of the hem of the garment
d representing personal dentity a1sSO DIayS important role. We 11l egın wıth
thıs aspectT.

The Garment Border 0)  IS
The New Testament emphasızes the fact that people wanted touch Christ

They wanted tO touch hım because, A4Ss 19 explaılns, «DO WCTI Came out 1m that
cured them all» 1/ Thıs explaıns why there WAas always the problem of arge crowds
followıng hım: they WEIC not followıng hım at dıstance, but WEIC all surgıing forward

15 LEU-KEEL, Vorderasiatische Stempelsiegel: Die Sammlung des Biblischen Instituts der
Universität Freiburg Schweiz, 1$ Bıbliıcus Orıientalıs 110, Freiburg, Universıitätsverlag, 991

16 In the New estamen! the word «seal» (sphragis) 1S sed S1xteen tımes, ten In Paul and S1X In
Revelatıon Paul K{ the term in the discussed e1I0wW under IL, Z 66, that 1S, 1n connection ıth the
Ilıance For TeVIEW of Mesopotamıan iconographic and ıterary tradıtions 1C) INaYy ave had SOINC

bearıng the ıimagı1ınatiıon of the author Oof Revelatıon SCC HA  RT «Folk Tradıtions In
Jewısh Apocalyptıc Lıterature», in Mysteries an Revelations: Apocalyptic Studies Since the Uppsala
Colloquium (eds Collıns and Charlesworth), Ourna. for the Study ofPseudep1igrapha, Supplement
Serles 9, Sheffield, JSOT Pr 1991, 91-1

The cıtations AT extracted from The Jerusalem e, New 'ork: Doubleday, 990
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eekıng touch hım He Was In Nstan: danger ofeiıng physıcally overwhelme by
the crowds and took Strong aVvO1d thıs Thıs 1S the ICason for the surprised
reactıon of hıs dıscıples LO h1s question: «Who ouched clothes?» (Mk 30-3 E
SCC also SN

One of the people who succeeded In touchıng hım Was hemorrhagıng
(Lk 43-458, 25-34 and Mt 0-22 In Matthew and Luke che 1s descr1ibed
specıfically A touchıng the border 1S cloak .18 Thıs Was the MOST important portion
of ancıent garment and often Was the only part wıth desıgn decoratıng
Yahweh had rdered the «Jews put tassels the hems of theır lothes and tO work

violet thread into the tassel al the hem You 11l ave tassel, and the S12 of it ll
remıind yOUu of all Yahweh’s Orders and how yYyOUu AdIc put them into practice»
(Num E3 38-39

ese tassels then WeTC remıinder of the pecıal relatıonshıp wıth Yahweh and
hıs law.20 More important than ıts des1gn, the garment border Wäds another sıgn 1C
COU. be sed 18 symbolıze personal IW and authority.!

It WOU be mıstake to SUDDOSC that these [WO references the garment
border in the concerning the hemorrhagıng AI there almost
accıdentally; the emphasıs in the L[WO the fact that che ouched thıs
portion of the garment 15 calculated artıculatıon of the specıfic appeal of the
garment border Aas the MoOst s1gn1ıfıcant portion of the robe. The W of thıs
symbol Was nOot self-consc1o0us allusıon to that SadIiIlnllec CONtemMPOrarYy practice
attrıbuted the scribes and Pharısees ofwearıng partıcularly decorated garment
borders, but rather the charısma of Christ and specıfically, ın these XIS, to
h1is healıng The Gospel wrıters project thıs importance and also
presumably the perception of the In the CYCS of the the garment
border of Christ Was equated wıth the DCTITSON and of Christ and therefore
Was the MOST sıgnıfıcant part to touch

In order tO demonstrate the valıdıty of thıs another text Call be quoted.
The garment border 15 agaın eferred tO ın Mt 14 2545306 «When the 0Ca people
recognized hım they spread the NCWS through the ole ne1ghborhood and took all that

18 TIhe Tee word sed In and 15 kraspedon, the edge 15 cloak. In 2
the less specıfic himation indicates only 1n general WdYy h1is C1083|

19 Christ eriticızes the Pharısees for the S1IZe oftheir assels (Mt E ere the plural of kraspedon
18 sed. See Iso MILGROM, «Of Hems and Tassels Rank, Authority and Holıness Were Expressed In
Antiquity by Fringes Garments», ın Biblical Archaeological Review 9/3 (1983), 61-65

20 See Iso eut
For study of garment borders in the second miıllennı1um SC SCHROER, «Der Mann 1Im

Wulstsaummantel. Eın OLLV der Miıttelbronze Zeıt, eel-—- Schroer, Studien Den Stempelsiegeln
AUS Palaestina Israel, 8 Orbis Bıblicus Orijentalıs GE& reıburg Schweiz, Uniıversitätsverlag, 1985, 49-
115
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WCIC siıck 18 hım, begging hım Just let them touch the irınge of hıs C103 And al]
those who ouched it WEIC saved».22

gaın, the border (kraspedon) 1s eferred specıfically AS eing the object MmMoOst
approprıiate 18 touch 1ın order recelve the savıng of Christ The sSymbo of the
garment border In the time ofTIS d viewed through these 1s analogous then LO
the expression a  of personal  4 dentity andWIn the second mıllennıum erga example
Just discussed 25

The garment border In antıquıty W ds always the MOSst decorated portion, and In
INanYy the only decorated part of the garment. Because of thıs ıt W ds SCCH ASs

approprıiate 18 consıder it 4S symbol of personal authorıty and power.4* The ultural
poss1bıilıty of impressing it into clay ablets WdsSs longer alıve in the time of T1S
but ere have CadsSc transformatıon of ancestral MO whereby the garment
border ST1 had sımılar sıgn1ıf1cance 1t! not sımılar physıca usc We do 1a(0)1 have ere

THHETe Casc of orma sımılarıty, but LLIOTC substantıve parallel, whereby physıca.
ob] ect intiımately connected indıyvıdual pPCISON had COINEC characterize that PDCISON
and hIs W

The Servants Sealed and the Concept of Alliance

eals WeTC sed objects, nNOot DCISONS, In the ancıent Near FEast 25 An extens1ion
of the Concept of sealıng and restructurıng of ancıent and CONtemporary ideas and
forms Cal be SCCI1 In the conceptualızatıon of seals d visual eXpress10ns of the divıne
lınk

The sealıng of 1S sed In Rev fo hıghlıght the bond between
God and hıs people and therefore unıtes thıs portion of the text the Old and New
Testament CONCEPIS of the relatıonshıp Yahweh and 15

KD See also Mk
23 ere 1S of course hıstorical connection between the [WO and the IN of cylınder seals ‚Ven in

esopotamıa had ceased by thıs time. My pOo1n! 1S only that perce1ved importance of the garment hem
continued LO ex1ist In the time of Chrıist Thıs 15 MOST strıkıng In the second and thırd TUrYy funerary statues
from Palmyra ıth theır depiction of kaftans decorated ıth elaborate borders

In OC ancıent Near Eastern texTt ouchıng the 20 garment hem 1S gesture of confıdence and
allegiance: «when arduk entruste: the rule of Assyrıa grasped the hem ofhıs dıvine majJesty», cıted
In The Chicagzo Assyrian Dictionary, Vol S, Chicago, The rI1enNTta. Instiıtute ugustin Verlagsbuch-
handlung, 1984, 324, SISSIKTEU.

zn We AIC not referring ere attooıng er methods of markıng the uman body 1910)8 the
brandıng of anımals. For discussıon of thıs SCC MASFO Revelation Introduction,
Translation AAan Commentary, The OTre; Garden Cıty, New York, Doubleday, 1975: 16-1 1 9 still
of Current interest 15 DÖLGER, sphragis, Paderborn, TUC und Verlag VOIN Ferdinand Schöningh,
191 See also The Seal of the Spirit, London, Longmans, (ireen and SO [951 who
rTevIeWws the evidence drawn from the classıcal WOT|! but maınly discusses the image seal In connection
ıth Baptısm and Confirmatıon from theologıcal poın of 1eW.
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In Rev 2 ange NSsEes In the east «carryıng the seal lıvıng»TIhe
ange ca tOo the angels of destruction and them tO walt «untiıl have put the
seal the foreheads of the ervants of OUTY

That 1S, the seal of God 111 indicate who Out of the otalıty dIc the «Servants of
OUT » TIhe seals the foreheads of the al protect them because the seals
s1gn1 that they AIc «owned» Dy (GJ0d who has g1ven creature authorıty touch
them.26 That thıs seal 15 s1gn of the absolute protection Dy (GJ0d 1S made clear in Rev

«they WEIC forbıdden harm anı y fıelds OT and old attack only
those people who WCIC wıthout seal theır foreheads» .27

The sealıng of these PCTSONS 1S publıc expression of allıance between G0d
and the individual.2® An analogous publıc expression of thıs allıance 1s constıituted Dy
the image of the 00 of the amb In Ex E E

The Old JTestament allıance between Yahweh and the people OTl 1Israe 1S concelived
ın aNnneTr artıculated In ancıent Near Eastern terms TOmM the hıstorical pomt of
VIeW, allıances WEIC developed ın Syrıa and Palestine ın the second half of the second
mıllennı1um d polıtical relatıonshıp between ONC larger, powerful states £Z2yp
OT the Hıttıtes) and mı1nor 0Ca States ese allıances AdIic actualızed In the form of
ecaty (Akkadıan rikistu) wriıtten clay ablets and sealed by the ings involved.?9 In
ONeC instance have both letter Hıttıte kıng Suppılulıuma 18 hI1s vassal Nıqmadu,
kıng of garıt, referring future treaty, and also the Ly iıtself wrıtten later. TIhe
earlhıer letter sStates the terms for the granting of the future allıance In VC. specıfic
language: «When in the future the reca kıng | Suppılulıuma ll have (0)  en the better
of thıs kıng [a mıinor kıng revolting agamnst Hıttıte authority], the kıng ll g1ve
yOou allıance Ly sealed wIith his gran seal» .30

The Sa|mne CONCEPL INAaYy ell be present In ExX 37 18 «When the Lord inıshe'
speakıng Moses Mount Sınal, he DaVC hım [WO ablets of the Testimony, ablets
of ne, wriıltten Dy the finger of God».

In both of these sıtuat1ons, the allıances aAIic confirmed personally by the greater
IW involved, Dy God the OTIC hand and the kıng the other. Thıs dırect, SO-
nal involvement 15 sıgnaled in ONEC Cadsc Dy the descrıiption ablets 4S havıng been
personally wriıtten by God, and In the other by the explıcıt promi1se that the Ly11l

26 See ASSYNGBERDE FO (cıted 253 94, for discussıon of the people owned by
God

27 Thıs ıs Iso the meanıng of the use of seal ın Cor dıscussed e I10OW.
28 Thıs connection 1S also made by Paul In Eph 30, but especılally Eph 13-14, discussed

below.
29 See the classıcal Dy ENDENHALL, «(Covenant Orms ın Israelıte Tradıtion»,

In Biblical Archaeologist (1954) 50-76; and [NOIC recently 1d. RI «Covenant», In The
Anchor Bible Dictionary, B New York, Doubleday, 1992, 79-1202

3() NOUGAYROL, Textes accadiens des Archives Sud, Parıs, Klıncksieck, 1956, Palaıs Oya)
d’Ugarit 4; BUCCELLAITIT, Primer of Mesopotamian 1StOFrY, Los Angeles, UCLA, 199 5 180
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be sealed wıth the personal seal of the kıng The «fTinger of» and the «seal of the
kıng» AIc analogous then In thıs Lype of relatiıonship. The overarchıng MCSSaALC ın both
instances 1S that the hıghest authorıty 1S personally guaranteeıng the allıance. In
analogous the sealıng of the foreheads of the ervants of God In Revelatıon 1S
the reflection of long V1gOrous ultural and rel1g10us tradıtiıon In Syria and Palestine.
The sealed orenea| 1S emblematıc expression of the personal involvement of God
in dealıng wıth his people

Paul represents sımılar Lype ofseal imagery when he CONNecCts the sealıng of
the ervants wıth the Holy DIn

«It 15 God who o1ves uS, wıth YOU, SUTC place In Christ and has both anomlınted
us and marked with his seal, o1ving us d$S pledge the pırı ın OUT hearts» (2 Cor
21-22 « YOuU have been stamped wIth the seal of the Holy Spirıt of the Promise, who
1s the pledge of OUT inherıtance» (EpDA 14) «Do NOT grieve the Holy Spirıt of (J0d
who has marked you wWIth his seal» (Eph 30)

ese three examples have partıcular pertinence OUT discussıion SINCEe In
these three the Holy DIrı 1S encountered In [WO WdYy5>. AS the One who
impresses hıs sea] seal the servants of God hereby symbolızıng the allıance of God
wıth the Urc and 4S eing hımself symbolızed Dy the seal and 1ts uUusec

(2 Cor) In CVEIY meanıngful the Holy Dırı 15 characterized here iın St Paul wıth
the tradıtional and fundamental partıcularıties of seal: it, in itself, symbolızes the
indivıdual (2 Cor) and Can be used demonstrate pOSSeESS1ON, ownershıp, OT control
OVOCT PCTSONS OT objects. The Trıinıtarıan implıcatıons of these 11l be
discussed e I10OW.

The Seven CALS

In Rev the V1S10Nary SCCS the Father («the ON who 15 sıttıng the throne»)
who has In hıs hand scroll 1C 15 esCcCr1DeE! In <a scroll that Wdas wriıtten
back and front and WAas sealed wıth seals»; OT in «SO he ıll OPCH the scroll
and ıts seals».

The seals must be «opened»?! before the scroll Can be read. The reakıng of the

TIhe term sed ın connection ıth the seals 1S lıterally «TO loosen» (770) and «IO OpCI» (anoig0),
not «TIO break» It has een note: ın the lıterature the Book of Revelatıon that the f actıons in
the exti refers to the scroll first and hen the seals: «ODCN the scroll and lo0sen ıts seals» (Rev «he
ll ODCH the scroll and ıts seals» ©] Thıs 06€6S not SCECIMN 1ıke ogıcal order of events since scrolls
WeTC normally sealed in such WaYy that openıing the scroll would entaıl first breakıng the seal seals. Thıs
INay be relevant for OUT argumen! because it mplıes that the actıon of openıng 1S iımportant In tself, INOIC
than the subsequent reading of the scroll ere 15 the possıbılıty that the document could be wriıtten
folded texXT, SCC ASSYNGBERDE FO. (cıted 25); 92-95; che Iso refers scroll OUN!| by Yadın
1n the Judean desert 1C: had threads sealed ıth seals, SCC The Secroll of the War of the SONsS
of Light agaınst the SONS of Darkness (ed Yadın), Oxford, ()xford Unıiversıty Press, 1962,
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seals and the eadıng of the scroll 1S ıimportant that «] s  Z powerful angel who
called wıth oud VOlCce °“Who 1s WO. to ODCD the scroll and loosen ıts seals?”’yy
5 The 1s GT first negatıve: «there Wäds OMNC in heaven, ÖT the earth
under the earth who Was able LO OPCH the scroll and read 1t» (5 That 1S, there Was
created eing, whether lıyıng dead, who COU. ODCNH the seals.

10 ephrase the question In ancıent Near Eastern terms COUuU ask whose
seals had been sed seal] the scrol11>2 it 1S not question concerning the physıca.
abılıty tOo Tea lock, but about the authorıty undo sealıng. In other words, openıng

seal 1S NO isolated aCT, but mMmoment in interactive and ynamıc of
events.>>

«Then SaW, In the mıddle of the throne wıth ıts four lıving Tes and the
cırcle of the elders, Lamb standıng» (Rev 6).34 When the Lamb first aAaDPPCAIS,
nothıng happens ımmediately: it 15 not CVCN clear what relatıon the Lamb has the
drama eing enacted. But when .«the Lamb Came forward take the scroll from the
ng hand of the One sıttıng the throne, and when he took 1t» € 7-8) only then
does it become clear the other f1gures present (the four lıving creatures and 18 the
(wenty four elders) that the Lamb has the WLO OPCNH the seals. That 1S, it 1S clear 18
them that the Lamb 1S equa. 18 «the One sıtting the throne». and has equa. Jurisdıction.
Immediately realızıng thiıs the four lıvıng creatures and the Lwenty four elders PTO-
strate themselves in adoratıon before the Lamb They ave recognized hım through the
W of the seals. Kwhen he took ıt Ithe sealed scroll] the four lıvıng cCreatures
prostrated themselves before hım and wıth them the tWwenTtYy four elders» (Rev

At thıs pomint the becomes reatly enlarged. The saınts AIc introduced («a
solden bow/l] of incense WN1C ATrC the DIAYVCIS saınts»). o these, the heavenly
hosts dIec congregatıng: «] ear! the sound of iImmense number of angels gathere
round the throne and the lıvıngsand the elders:; there WOIC ten thousand times
ten thousand of them and thousands uDON thousands» ® 11)

Not only the saınts and the heavenly hosts aATe suddenly present but also «Xa the

3° In New Jlestament times seals of wıtnesses WEIC Iso sed ceaqa] ave SCCIl Was the A4sSe In
the second mıllennı1um.

33 Thıs authorization entaıle:« the g1ving seal the PCerSoN eıng authorized that they COU.
reseal the scroll In ancıent Near Eastern CONTeXTIS, functionaries ıth e1Ir seals ften had authority
Ver certaın aspect of the bureaucracy and therefore COU.: break seals and reseal the doors contaıners in
question theır OW authority.

34 ote that the throne 18 cCconcelved ere large platform siımılar the OINC Solomon 1088
address Yahweh iın Chron «TOr Solomon had made bronze platform, 1ve cubıts long, 1ve cubıts
wıde, and five cubıts hıgh, 1C he had placed in the mıddle ofthe CO and 1C! he Was standıng».
depiction of thıs of platform 15 rendered the facade of the tomb of Darıus agsh-ı-Rustam. In
the forefront of thıs 1e of 1Conographic research 15 the work of Keel, els EEL
Altorientalische miniaturkunst. Die ältesten visuellen Massenkommunikationsmittel. Fin Blick In die
Jammlungen des Biblischen Instituts der Universität Freiburg Schweiz, Maınz, Verlag Phılıp Von ern
990
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lıyvıng thıngs In creation eVve:  ıng that lıves ın heaven, and earth, and under the
earth, and In the (S 13)

Why 1s it then that nOot only the church but al] the angels iımmediıately thıs
scene? Why, in strıkıng the earlıer atmosphere ın the O1 ] 0) 1S
1O  S pervasive?>> In opınıon thiıs INaYy result from the recognıtion that present here
wıth the Father and the Son 15 also the Spirıt; that have, In other words, Irinitarian
drama eing enacted. In thıs drama, the seals AfIC prımary factor: theır role 1S LO be the
personal lınk between the Father and the sacrıfıced Lamb, Hıs Son; dSs such, they aAIic

symbolıc representatiıon of the W of the Holy Spirıt. In thıs WaY Cal read thıs
d metaphor of the Irınıtarıan relatıonshıp; metaphor set In cultural

1C dIc ell understood by the wrıter and hI1s audıience. Through thıs metaphor, the
TIrıiınıtarıan relatıonshıp Cal be viewed d equaliy shared personal W 1C 1S
indıvıdual and dıstinct but 1C. Cannot be separated. In thıs the Father and the
Son AIc OUnN! together through the Holy Spirıt d symbolızed by the W of the
seals. The ınk through the seals 1S, by the VC. of seal 4S known ultural
phenomenon, personal OIIC and OIlC of self identificatıion.

The ex{i portion of the drama Centers around the openıng of the seals and the
eschatalogıca events unleashed by the openıng ofeach SUCCESSIVE seal. The text irectly
1n! these events wıth the indıvıdual openıng of each seal. In other words the events
dICc nOot called forth specıfically from the book ıtself (although they INaYy ell be Iınked
wıth its contents), but rather they dIc called forth Dy the openıng of the seals. It 1S the
W of the seals and the W! UDCH them IC DE forth these events, not the
eadıng book!56 Ihıs Can also be SCCMH from the fact that the book 1S not mentioned
agaın In thıs cContext.

f interpretation 1S COrreCT, the image of the seal A4aSs WaY of symbolızıng the
Holy Dır 15 ONC few representations Trmıity ave ın the New Jlestament.
Specıifically In thıs the openıng of the seals unleashes the W of the Spirıt.
One May consıder the possı1bılıty that thıs refers not Just 18 eschatologıca. moment,
but the VE first utpouriıng Dırı at Pentecost, 4S the even! made possıble Dy
the Lamb, slaın for OUT redemption. The comıng Dirı the OCCasıon of Pentecost
Was eralde: by extraordınary COSmMIC events «when suddenly there Camlec from heaven

Ssound dS of violent wınd1 filled the entire house Ine they WEeIC sıttıng;
and there appeare: them tongues ÖE fıre; these separated and Calllec rest the
head of each of them» CLS 2-3)

35 Thıs earher atmosphere, hat 15 the emptiness of heaven, 15 tressed In the Geez Ommentary,
'ame Oälämsis; thıs book, COWLEY, The Traditiona. Interpretation of the Apocalypse of St
John INn the Ethopian Orthodox Church, London, ambrıdge Universıity Press, 9083

36 It 15 Iso interesting ote that the fiırst 'Our seals ave VeELYy specıfic 1conographıc design; thıs
connection 11l not be discussed ere
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In thıs CadasSc the effect comıng of the DIn Wäds posıtıve OIC, the g1ft
ofspeakıng languages previously unknown them and theW18 CONVINCE hrough
theır preachıing. But the comıng of the Dırı does nNOot always CONVCYVY such posıtıve
effects. In Jn 15 26 Christ SayS «when the Paraclete he 111 be wı1ıtness».

And In addıtion whatl he do? &X when he he 111 sShow the WOT.
how it W dsS about SIN (hamartia), and about who WAas in the ng (dikaiosunes),
and about JjJudgment (KrLiSeOS)» (Jn «About udgment, In that the prince of thıs
WOT. 15 already condemned» (JIn 11)

The emphasıs ere 1s negatıve udgment In the SAdILLIC WdY the reakıng
seals and the cConsequent unleashıng theW Drı has INAaLLYy destructive aspects,
though al the Samnle time the alıthful dIC upheld (Rev The artıculatıon of the detaıls

destruction and the markıng ervants from destruction AIc contaiıned
In the texi wıthın the Context of the openıng of all seals. TIhus the most amatıc
Oment of al] at the end «When he opened the seventh seal, there Was sılence
In heaven for about half hour» (Rev

coherent plıcture CINCTSCS of the comıng of the Spirıt for the udgment of the
WOT and the markıng of the ervants wıth the sea|l of God In both X  9 the
Church 15 sıgnale out for dıvine protection.

TOm the exXTIs both of Revelatıon and St Paul have discussed, it reasonable
uggest that the seal of God 1S the Holy Spirit> . It WOUuU be mistake LO SUDDOSC

that thıs image 1S eıther casual accıdental in these ECXIS GTE AL few TIrınıtarıan
images ın the New JTestament and thıs partıcular ONC 15 interwoven throughout these
eXTis The sea] and theWofthe seal wıth respect the Father and the Son 15 VECLIY
prec1ise image of the Holy pırıt, 1C. WdadsSs understood In the Context of the partıcular
cultural mılıeu earlıest Church The force specıf1c attractıon existing 3801
the three Persons®® through thıis image has unequale dımensı1on, ONC for 1C the
Study of ancıent Near Eastern practices Can help to develop finer sensı1bıilıty.

3° It S0CS wıthout sayıng that the image, and eXpress10n, of the Seal of (G0d cshould not be en
refer exclusıvely the Holy ‚DUn In Rev the «seal lıving» 1S eing carrıed by angel, and

it refers presumably actual seal. The multiple Lype of reference 15 a]] metaphors. For
instance, the ove refes both the Holy Spirıit (Mt 1 1 9 1  9 JIn 52 and symbo. of
Simplicity (Mt 16) On the er hand it must be stressed that the OVe 1S explıicıtly iıdentified ıth the
Holy Spirıt In the Baptısm of Jesus (Mt 16) 1S the ıre in the even! of Pentecost CIS Such
explicit identification 1S obviously not present in relatıonshıp the image of the seal ıIn Revelatıon.

It 1S 'orth noting that the CONCepL and term of KDCISOILD» D0OC5S back image, ‘hat actor’s
mask (prosöpon, persona 1C. 15 VeErY sımılar, derıvatıon from secular Contex(T, to hat of the cseaqa]
DOSE: ere However, the imagery of the «mask» begıns only In Patrıstic times (see
«Person: uDstance and relatıon», In Communio. International Catholic Review 995) SO 143), whereas
the imagery of the seal propose ere D0OCS back the New estamen! ıtself.
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C ONCLUSION

In the modern Contex(t, the INOTC impersonal aspect of ancıent cylınder
seals d objects, ICehcıt delıght for theır 1Conography and style, Cal overwhelm

sens1itivıty for them Aa the MOStT intımate symbols indıvıdualıty ancıent
DCISON. Thıs indıvıdualı should NOtL be viewed only superficıal evel; from
SCan ancıent evidence it AappCars that few SCCHNCS WOIC Cut irom the egınnıng for
specıfic indıvıdual TOom the second mıllennı1um 0)  9 seals WEeTC produce for sale wıth
SOTLIC addıtions specıfic to that seal whetlher the inscr1ption specıfic symbol, perhaps
relatıng the personal god of the buyer) tO indıvidualıze the esign But CVCI after the
seal Was acquıred ıt retaıned ıts identificatıiıon wıth that DEISON and indeed stood for
that PCrSON wherever the sea] its impress1ion WeEeIC present. As personal expression
of indıvıdualıty it Was the most powerfTul symbo the ancıents had; 1ts authorıty Was

pervasıve and absolute. TOmM the second mıllennı1um less specıfic symbol, the garment
border, also CAalllc to be viewed d> symbo indıyvıdual PCTSON, though it remaıined
less ın practice.

But the importance seal image in Revelatıon 1S nOoTt much the urvıval of
ancıent ultural feature, be noted dSs matter of erudıte cur10sıIty. It 1S rather the

role that it in expressing through human Janguage and human S1Z2NSs the greg
MYSTeTrY 18 1C Christian sensıtıivıty Was Just then beginnıng 18 be exposed. The seal
image evokes pırıtual connection16 15 profoundly ynamıc and all encompassıng.
It 15 the image of our personal relatıonshıp 118 God (through the allıance) and also
relatıonshıp of the DCISONS of the Trmity each other (through the interconnection of
authority). The seal metaphor In Revelatıon 1S of self-revelatıon through the
uUusSc of the oldest image humanıty knew LO symbolıze the individual®9.

The seal archetype embodyıng the relatiıonshıp of the people of God In the Old
and New Testaments 1s viewed In Revelatıon through the sacrıfıced Lamb and the
sealıng ervants St Paul also emphasızes these [WO aSpects in VC. sımılar terms
The importance of the sea] metaphor In Revelatıon SOCS C Vl beyond the specıfics
discussed ere The image seal and ıtsW symbolıze the connection between
God and Hıs People 1s SCCH in Revelatıon d both the Old lance and the New ON  @

That 1S, thıs lınk between the LWO, 16 Was conceıved V1a image d old d the
earlhıest epoc. of cCıvılızatıon, 1s both old and Hc  Z New because the seal metaphor 15
sed here in connection wıth the establıshment of the church and wıth SOTNC future
eschatalogıca even! The images then ICWEIC sed In the past, CVCN from the VELY

39 It 15 presumably er than the image of the mask, and certamly LLIOTIC ıth the notion of
personal identificatıiıon for the mask identifies fictıt10us character or1ginally ome In the «profane»
setting of the heater, whereas the ceal identifies 18} the Nest extent possıble the human subject such,
or1ginally Oome 1n the egal setting.
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dıstant past 11l ST1 evoke those SdaIL1lCc realıtıes the future Thıs aspect of «SamINeNC6SsS)>>

throughout all recorded hıstory, the uUusSscC for SOINC 6000 YCaLS (startıng from around
4000 of seals indicate indıvıdual and the Wof that indıvıdual and the
projection of thıs IN 1NTIO eschatologıca future fundamental for ()UT

understandıng of the texti
eals AIc the oldest alfırmatıon exX1istence firom the realm of human materı1al

culture of the indıvıdual and personal W and authorıty eals ASs realıty and d

metaphor AIC ONC few efinıng IMaSCS ic ınk the culture of both the Old and
New lTestaments wıth the miıllennı1al relatıonshıps X1 before and after The fact
that seals d1iC not only known but still sed OW culture 15 part of that CONLNUUM
As human culture evelops further and er AWAY from that ultural CADICSSION
OUuUnN! the Old and New JTestaments 1T 15 (8) be INOTC 1111CU for us understand
partıcular aspects of the 1DI1Ca. ven oday only 27000 after hrıs there
ArIc ManYy detaıls ofboth Testaments only vaguely understand not alkıng here
about revelatıon the RS HCS of the 1DI1Ca MCSSALC but rather the ultural MmMaftrıx
wıthın IC 1t developed and Was understood at the i1ime One help have for
understandıng the cultural envıronNMeEeNT 15 hrough archaeologica. research
through 1T dLC findıng evidence ofthıs ancıent past 1C does help us understand
the 1DI1Ca It 15 CVCN irue Sa Yy that know much INOTC oday about the long
hıstory of seals and theır ancıent importance d direct CXPICSSION of personal 111
than dl yONC the ancıent WOT.

Riassunto Sıgıllı dı (1pO entrarono uso Mesopotamıa dal
3500 L’artıcolo adduce ESCMPPI del quarto erZzZo secondo miıllennı10

frutto egl1 condaottı dall’ Autrice, discute 11 loro sıgnificato tut-
tora attuale sıgıllı garantıre L’ıdentita dı una DCrSsOoONa quando

usSsatı lettere transazıon1ı legalı commerc!ıalı. Con mi1glıo0-
OMPTreNSIONC dı C1O che sıgıllı S1gN11CavanoO nell’antichitä S1 DUO IT1Va-

1T meglıo0 perche nel TO dell’Apocalısse ı sıgıllı rappresentano,
Secondo Autrice lo Spirıto Santo

Resume On connaıt usage de SCCAaUuX de Lypes varıes Mesopotamıie
depuis 3500 L’artıicle presente des specımens atant du quatrıeme,
tro1sıeme et second mıllenaıre S® extiraıts des ouullles InNeENCcES par

Auteur eit dıscute de leur s1ignification LOUJOUFIS ctuelle Dans les lettres
les transactıon egalesei commercı1ales, les SCECAaUX

identite de la Une meilleure comprehension de que les SCCAauUuX

signifiaient dans Antıquite OUuS perme de comprendre9
dans le livre de 1’Apocalypse, les SCCAUX, selon Auteur, representailent
l’Esprit-Saint.
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SUumMMmMAary. amp and cylınder seals were sed Mesopotamıa
beginning about 3500 TOom the Author’ excavations, examples from
the ou 1r and second millennıa Afr® illustrated, and UusSec of seals and
theır s1ignificance ] the CoN!  1801  IV culture discussed. eals WeT®C SO-
nal identificatıion sed letters ega and trans PTODCI
understanding of what seals and theır use mean t1quıtyen! Nne  S

appreciation of why ı the Book of Revelation the seals, accordıng to the
Author, represent the Holy Spirıt.

Inhaltsangabe. Verschiedene Artenvon Siegeln sınd ı Mesopotamıien
eDrauc seıt etwa 3500 Der Artikel bringt Beispiele aus dem

vierten, drıtten und zweıten Jahrtausend Chr., IC der Ausgrabungen
unter der C1  gder Verfasserin, und diskutiert die Bedeutung der un!
Die Siegeldientendazu, die Identität Person gewährleisten, WL

S1C auf Briefen für juristische oder kommerzielle Transaktionen benutzt
wurden. Mit besseren Verständnis der Siegel I der erklärt sıch
leichter, 4 der enbarung des Johannes die Siegel den eılıgen Geıist
vertreten


