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Zealand: urcnes
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In 995 New Zealand had TEn but excıting debate., about the addıtion of
legalısed euthanasıa LO the Country s laws. parlıamentarıan trıed introduce the
ea with Dignity Bill 1995, LO OW voluntary euthanasıa In pecı1al The
propose Bıll Was termıinally 111 firom the begınnıng and Was mercıfully kılled by
dec1isive margın In Parlıament. The maın opponents of the bıll WeTITC the Chrıstian
churches, vıith sıgnıficant contrıbution from the atholıc Church &< orma input
of non-  atholıc organızed relıg10n Was neglıg1ıble but the impact of SOTINC Chrıistian
parlıamentarılans uUuDON the Outcome Wds not The ea WIth Dignity Bill Was
excellent iıllustration ÖF the WaY the rel1g10us influence Can sometimes play ellıng
part In the formatıon of publıc polıcy In New Zealand»! 111 examıne how the
individual CONSCIeENCES of SOTNNC Chrıstians parlıamentarıans helped LO defeat bıll
IC Was gomg 240 eaı ın front of the churches’ opposıtion. The of the
atholıc Church W ds$S tempered Dy the weak reaction of the other Chrıstian churches,
SOmMe of IC became immersed SOTINC of them ıIn secular discussıon about the
1Ssue. Underlyıng the topıc, ave example of how polıtıcs and relıgıon work In
estern COUNIÄTY, 1ın soclety close the beginnıng of the 1r mıllennı1um. 111

wıth TI1e SUMIMMAaLY of the hıstory ör the Chrıstian al In New Zealand, 18
Q1ve better understandıng the background of the debate

REX «Relıgio0us Parlıamentarıans and Euthanasıa WINdow into the Church and
State In New Z/ealand», Journal of Church AAanı State 38 (Summer 569
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OME NFORMATIO NEW /FALAND

Whenever 2A0 Europe, people ask where do lıve. and when 5Sd y New
Zealand, the second question 15 usually: ere 1s 1t°? remember that the fırst time
trıed explaın it, quıickly SaAaVC and Sa1d: close Australıa (dwarfe Dy the
ne1ghboring continent ıt 00 CIOSET; but ıt 1S ST1 INOTEC than [WO hour {lıght)
mMust SaYy that when used lıve ın Europe—out of 1gnorance—1f somebody
mentioned New Zealand, hought immediıately In COUNILY somewhere in the
southern part of the planet.

Sıtuated in Oceanıa the Antıpodes—fIrom European perspective, opposıte
of paın—, New Zealand 15 Westem COUNIFY wıth modern and flourıshiıng
CCONOIMMYVY,. The populatıon lıves the [WO maın islands, wıth IHNOTIC than mıllıon
people—maınly whıte descendants from the Brıtish slands—, In aATrcCa slıghtly
larger than the United Kıngdom (265,6 76 } Thırteen percent of the country’s
populatıon AaTrec Maor1—1ndigenous people present at the time of the arrıval of the
Europeans—, and s1ıgnıfıcant populatıon of Pacıfic Islanders constıitutional
monarchy, wıth OTNC house of Parlıament, but wıthout wrıtten constitution, New
Zealand 00 al Europe dASs 1ts$and at the Sd1I1llec time has ıts mınd pa: ın the
Pacıfıic slands

Called by the Maorıs «Aotearoa» —the Land of the Long ıte CIoud-—it 15
COUNIFY of spectacular natural beauty wıth long, eserted beaches, glacıal mountaı1ıns,
rich forest and pastures. «New Zealand 1s Compact land, and of CONTrasts
ere dIiICc sub-tropical raınforests and crystal clear es and rıvers, hermal actıvıty,
and volcanoes (actıve, dormant and extinct) dotted around the slands Gireen ollıng

covered wıth sheep, and seemıngly ndliess forests, ATC quıte often Just hour’s
drıve from barren, mountaıns and sem1-desert In the [031 rm
ST1O W COVETIS Man Yy mountaın LOpS and glacıers reach down into raınforests and
wıilderness Magnıificen fiıords scratched nto mountaınous terraın contaın
thunderıng waterfalls and arge peacefuls The kale1ıdoscope 1S turnıng and
presenting NC  S patterns. Whatever yOU aste OT MmO00d, somewhere iın New Zealand
YOU aATC SUTC o fınd YOUT paradıse earth»“. Thıs 15 why New Zealand 15 called
«God’s Own Country».

The Chrıstian churches Camle fundamentally evangelıse the New Zealand
natıves, the MaorIiıs. It 1S generally agreed that the MaorIı1s CLE from the Polynesıa,
the first ONCS arrıyvıng 1n New Zealand around the YCar 950 GI1r. Namnme
from extinct arge flıghtless bırd they sed to hunt called Moa They
generally acknowledged be intellectually and physıcally the finest aboriginal LACC

In the ou Sea slands eIr magnıfıcent COUTASLC, theır hıgh intelligence, theır
splendı phys1ıque and manly bearıng, the stirrıng part they have played iın the hıstory
of the COUNITY, the VETIY ferocıty of theır long-relinquıished habıts, have all combıned

New Zealand alt Cost, Sydney, 995
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invest them wıth INOTC than ordınary degree of interest and cur10s1ıty»-. ell
rdered trıbal Soclety, led by hereditary chiefs, they developed theır OW culture and
art, CVCN though before the arrıval of the Europeans they had wriıtten language.

181 IHF CHRISTIAN NEwW Z/EALAND

Terra australis Incognita Was for INanYy centuries topıc of speculatıon In
Europe, about the need of SOINC terr1tory o1ve balance the and a4sSsScSsS of the
Northern Hemuisphere. European trıps started In the 6th cCentury and there AL claıms
that SOTINC Portuguese OT panıards WeIC the first 0o0k uDONM the slands In 6472 the
utc INan bel Jlasman Wds sSsent discover the unknown continent for the DUTDOSC
of trade ven though h1is touch wıth the and Was rief, due tOo bloody CIas wıth
the MaorI1, he eft the Maps the MNalllc of the and «N1euw Zeeland» Despıite thıs
fiınd OIC Was interested in thıs part of the WOT. untiıl Captaın Cook and
Frenchman De urviılle, In 1769, almost sımultaneousliy, wıthout eing of the
other’s9rediscovered New Zealand for sclentitfic

er the sclentıific Camle the commercı1al exploıters, maınly whalers
and sealers who sed the and ASs supply base. At the beginnıng of the Oth Century
small settlements started STOW around the coastal iıne The Bay of Islands, In the
northern part of the orth Island, became maJor port for the ou SCas In the ate
1820’s thıs part of New Zealand SaVC IT to the fırst permanent sıte. Wıth salılors,
old CONvIıIcCts from Australıa. and adventurers thıs place became known 4S the
«Hellhole of the Pacıfic».

Samuel Marsden WAas the fırst M1SS10NaTrYy arrıve In 812 Wıth the help öf
the London-based Church Miıss1ıonary Socıiety, he establıshed the first m1ss1ı1on
statıons IM the MaorI1. Wıthout organısed relıg10n, the MaorI1 had SOTNEC

rel1g10us and superst1it10us elhefs ese WEeTC sympathetıc LO the He  S relıg10n,
althoug the numbers of Maorıs who WEIC aptıze Was really SMa In 823 the
Wesleyans Camle, and even though at the begiınnıng the [WO Protestant churches
operated In theır m1SsS10n. they started ı1ghting when they trıed work iın the SadIlle

But they WeTITC unıted agaın wıth the arrıval of the atholıc Church
In the QOU! Island there WeTC SOTINC attempts al creating ea Protestant cıtles.

Dunedin SICW from the enthus1asm engendered ın Cotlan: Dy the ree Church,
breakaway of the OFaG12 church and started Presbyterian Scottish colony.
Christchurch Wäas influenced Dy the Tractarıan and WAas ounded Dy
pılgrims ookıng for NC  S 10N WI1 the Cathedral In the mıddle and planned wıth
Symmetrıc lınes) and they trıed decent nglıcan CIty, often sa1d «TINOTEC British
than the Brıitish».

The Catholic Encyclopedia, New York, 191
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H1 IHrF ARRIVAL IHE CATHOLIC CHURCH

In 828 the first atholıc settler Thomas Poynton, Irıshman. arrıved In New
Zealand. wıth hıs Australıan wiıfe. Poynton and the other Catholıcs, MOST of them
YIS. looked ydney for theır spirıtual needs and eventually they as for prıest.
Wıth the enthusı1asm of Bıshop Polding, the request went dsSs far ds Rome. In 835
Vıicarılate Apostolıc of estern Oceanıca Wäas created and In the followıng yCal Jean
Baptıste Franco1s Pompallıer, from the newly approve order of the Marıst Fathers,
Wds appomnted Its Apostolıc Vıcar. took L[WO for hım LO arrıve New Zealand
wıth hıs three Marıst COompanıons. The fırst Mass Was celebrated In Thomas Pynton’s
house In the okıanga reg10n. In 838 it W dsS estimated that there WCIC around 5()
Catholics MM the Englısh peakıng populatıon. ese Catholıcs, although wıthout
much practicıng al allıed round the H6  S bıshop, the first ONC of anı y Chrıistian
church arrıve In New 7Zealand

Lıiıke the Protestants, the atANolıc m1ss10oNarıes worked hard for the Conversiıon
of the MaorTtI1. They made ep1C expeditions ACTOSS the length and readth of the and,
and protected the MaorI1 from the exploitatiıon A the an of Pakeha (whıte INan In
Maor1). colourful ep1sode of OMNC M1SS1ONArYy expedition Was deser1ibed d ollows
«Alternately amazed and amused Dy the UPCH bıckering between Anglıcan, esleyan
and Roman atholıc nı1ss1onarıles, the Maor1 WEeTC eft wıth but ONC WAaY In 1C o
determıine whose Was the super10r atua So ıt Was that accordıng tocal
Tradıtion, Te Heuheu Tukıno { 11 decıded pDut [WO 0Ca mi1iss1onarılıes the test, and
promiısed hIis Tamıly’s and h1s trıbe’s allegı1ance whoever WO  - The trial Was sımple

each Was LO bare hIs poster10r and sıt bed of redhot coals. Whoever had the
INOTC powerfu atua WOU last the longer. Prudently the nglıcan M1SS10NaTY, the
Rev Rıchard Taylor, eclmne: partıcıpate, eavıng the WAaY clear for h1is rıval, Father
Lampıla, merely make the gesture of lowering hıs be eciare: the
wıinner. In thıs unlıkely WdYy Catholicısm 15 saı1d have COMNC al and have been
embraced by the Te Heuheu family»“.

n 1860, wıth the arrıval of the Maorı and WAaTrLS, the MaorIı M1sSsS1ONS WTG

fourıshing. During those of WAäLIl, 1860-80, the MaorI1 kept theır terrıtory closed
agaınst all whıte IMNCN, and the atholıc M1SS10NS almost dısappeared. Once the
Callle, the M1SS10NSs egan o ebuılld steadıly, espec1ally wıth the help of the arrıval of
the Miilll l Fathers

Durıng the 4() 1850, the Kuropean populatıon LOSC irom about 2,000
18 By the time of the fırst MaorIı1 CEMNSUS In 18558, the whıte InNnenNn outnumbered
them wıth pakehas The European Catholics WEIC slıghtly OVeTrT one-seventh of
the ole AT the egınnıng theıir spırıtual Can WAas carrıed Out along wıth the mi1issıon

Mobil New Zealand Travel ulde, Wellıngton, 984
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the MaorIs, but when there WdsS SOTLIC concentratıon of Europeans, they pressed for
the arrıval of resiıdent priest, and LO establısh church and school Thıs opened the
door other rel1210uUs congregatiıon and the arrıval of priests, maınly from reland

The second half of twentieth CENTUTFY, 1ke us al y other estern countries Sa  S

bıg Increase In schools, priests and rel1210us. er the Second Vatıcan Councıl the
trend has SI0ow down dramatıcally, but the oTO of the atholıc populatıon has been
keeping DAaACC wıth the New ealand populatıon, around 15 percent of the whnhole

RFELIGIOUS BELIEFS TODAY’S NEW ZEALAND SOCIETY

It Can be sa1d that New Zealand does not have establıshed church Due 1{8
the Brıtish colonızatıon the nglıcan church had «quası-establıshment role».
tempered by commıtment of the New Zealand dentity rel1g10us equalıty. On
the 26th of May 1854, the first day of Parlıament., resolution Was passed statıng that
«the House dıstinctly asSSserTts the privilege of perfect polıtıcal equalıty ıIn all
rel1g10us denomiınatıons». Thıs dec1s1ion Camle about after SOTIIC Parlıamentarıans
wanted nglıcan minıster SaYy openıng DPIayCT. Today’s practice 1S that the
Speaker of the House SdyS ally openıng prayer” Thıs «ep1sode does Support the
VIeEW SOTINEC have espoused that the Was commıtted form of non-specıfic,
non-sectarıan Christianity»®.

The WaY thıs COUNITY has been orme: wıth immıi1grants maınly from Brıtain,
who had desire LO fınd place lıve In and harmony, brought frul1tion
soclety wantıng 18 avO1d conflıet. Thıs factor Wds chared LOO In the rel1g10us
wıth the exception of the 1Ssue of publıc educatıon. especlally durıng the second half
of thıs n  TY.

It 1s stated In the Educatıon Act E that educatıon has tO be Iree., compulsory
and secular. Iwo maın pomints of conftlıct wıth that Act One WdsSs the desire Dy
the Protestants LO have rel1210us instruction in the publıc chools The second ONMNC Was
the 1g of the Catholics o gel publıc un: for theır chools Some agreements
today’s atholıc chools ATr integrated nto the System wıthout losıng theır en
and the indifference of today’s soc1ety has brought end tOo these attles

ere 1Ss establıshed DIaAyCrI, set d example ıthout being compulsory for the Speaker
«Almighty God, humbly acknowledgıing OUT eed for Thy guıdance In all things, and layıng asıde al] prıva-
te and personal interests, beseech Thee Tran' hat INAy onduct the affaırs of hıs House and of OUT

COUNIrYy the glory of Thy Holy Namıe, the maıntenance of irue relıgıon and Justice, the honour of the
Queen, and the publıc welfare., and tranquıllıty of New Zealand, through Jesus Christ OUTr Lord
Amen».

C: 570
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We Can nNnOTt Sa Y that people ıIn New Zealand AIcC partıcularly rel1210us. Except
for the MaorIı and the Pacıfic Islanders., the rel1210us belhefs Al IHNOIC close alıgned
those of Northern Europe than Australıa OT Unıted States ven though wıth INAaLLYy
churches In the COUNIÄTY, New Zealand has 10w eve of rel1g10s1ty. The church
attendance and aıly DIaycCrI 1S only 188 percent of the populatıon. «It WOUuU be
misleadıng that the New Zealanders dIiIC VC. rel1g210us people—some of
them SO church when they dIiC chrıistened, INa y when they> and INOTC when
they diıe The prevaılıng relıg10n 1S sımple materı1alısm. The pursuıt of health and
POSSESSIONS I99(0)]8° mınds than oughts of salvatıon»/. The sıgnıfıcant {1gures of
abortion and dıvorce accord wıth those of estern countrıies. According the 99()
statıstıcs. agaınst bırths, there WEIC’ abortions. In 990 9.036 marrıages
WEeIC dıssolved, pushıng the dıvorce rate (numbers of divorces PCI 1,000 existing
marrıages) past the 192 PCI 1,000 mark. Cohabıtation before marrıage and increasıng
numbers of people nNOT marryıng has resulted in the eneral marrıage rate fallıng
2705 DCI 1,000 (n 9/1 the eve Was 45.3)

We Cal SaYy broadly that New Zealand 1S Protestant COUNITY, wıth Man y
dıfferent churches. It 1S not fınd famıly churches dıfferent branches
from rea AWAY pastors. The CEMNSUS of 991 revealed that 662 percent belong LO
Chrıistian church, wıth the Anglıcans eıng the argest OTIC (22 The NexXT OTIICS WeIC

Presbyterians Catholıcs and Methodıists (4.2) The atANol1ıc Church 15
nNOT arge enough ave er10us impact the New Zealand soclety. Due tO thıs
fragmentatıon, the S1Ze atholıc Church and tOo the influence the VIEeEWS of the
secular WOTr. have OVCI the Protestants churches, Can Sa y that New Zealand 1S
O-D COUNIFY wıth few Chriıstian CusStoms «Modern New Zealand 1S secular
StTate wıth lıttle semblance of °°C1vıl relıg10n” fall back The churches’ role
oday in influencıng publıc polıcy AaDPDCAaLS tOo be falrly margınal. FOor example,
combıned church Statement In 993 soc1a| Justice 1SSUES, 10 Was crıtical of the
government’s polıcy housıng, welfare, and the lıke. generated lıttle ınterest and, it
seemed, BA less from the government»®. In the recent election the 2th
of October 1996. the Christian Coalıtion, orme by [WO SMa partıes the Chrıstian
Herıutage and the Chrıistian Democrats, dıd not DaSsSs the required percent threshold 1n
order gaın in Parlıament.

IHE DEATH WITH IIGNITY BILL 1995

number of factors contrıbuted tO the 11° of thıs Bıll par from the work
done In New Zealand Dy the oluntary Euthanasıa Socıety, and the trend In the

SINCLAIR, LStOrV of New Zealand, Penguin, 959
X O, CH. va
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internatıonal towards ıts legalızatıon. In the early ell known Case of
111a who kılled h1s tT1eNnd— a rımanen tetraplegıc caused Dy accıdent—at h1s
request, became tOop1C of conversatıon for MmMoOst New Zealanders? ELE Was also al
the time of the debate tformer parlıamentarıan yıng of ermınal CAaRhce6er who
supporte: the Bıll But what SaVC bıg push ıts legalızatıon Was the dec1sıon of the
Northern Territory ustralıa AaDPPTIOVC voluntary euthanasıa wıth the Rights 0)
Terminally IIl Act 995 ven though it 15 the least populated terrıtory in Australıa,
wıth less than 50,000 people, the media DaVC sıgnıfıcant the news'®,
because New Zealand normally 00 al Australıa for Comparıson'‘.

It 1S nNnOTt surprisıng that the Northern Terriıtory has the pallıatıve Ga of
al the states ustralıa In New Zealand there dLiC avaılable INAalıy of the safeguards
that protect patıents from the spectre of prolonged yıng Aas result of intrus1ıve
medical treatment‘!*. The hospıitals offer patıents and theır relatıves informed cho1ices
about treatment ere 1S bar 18 1fe ending peacefully wıthout eXCESSIVE medical
treatment and there 15 bar WI1  rawıng treatment that 15 regarde futıle and
intrusive. par' from that New Zealand has OIlC of the best Systems of pallıatıve Car
In the WOrTr.

In August 995 parlıamentarıan introduced the Bıll dSs «private members
bıll», urge Dy prıvate poll from hıs OW. electorate, howıng 79% of upport
question as prıvate members bıll 1S not inıtiated Dy the government 0)8 the
opposıtıon, and hıstorically these do not have much influence in New Zealand
polıtıcs. The vote Wäds propose d consclence vole, free from Darty dısciıpline . The
Bıll propose: referendum d whether OT not voluntary euthanasıa should be
legalısed under specıfic erms set Out in the bıll

The Bıll Wäads sımılar LO the OTIC In the Northern Territory of Australıa, but had
roader ıt lowed for CqUESIS nNnOot only for DCISONS who AT termıinally ıll, but
also for those who ar incurable 111 and for those whose paın and suffering dIc

unacceptable. The Bıll only sought actıve euthanasıa *. voluntarıly nduced ex
The maın [WO arguments eiende In the Bıll WEIC the need LO g1ve indivıidual cho1lce
LO the patıents and the COMCETIN for those whose ulferıng COU. nNnot be relıeved by
dıcıne.

The Judge DaVC him ıne months Imprisonment sayıng that he had cho1lse but g1ve hım the
eas! punıshment He appeareı agaın ıIn the CWS Tew later when he Was kılled In road accıdent.

10 the time when the New Zealand Bıll Was eing debated, the ‚OU! Australıan Parlıament
defeated sımılar Bıll Dy ote of

It 15 interesting LO M anl I hat the media dıd not discuss the detfeat of voluntary euthanasıa
legislation In [WO Australıan states, In the Australıan Capıtal Terrıtory and in ‚QUu! Australhıa.

12 The Bill of Rights Act 99() provıdes ere 1S rıght tOo refuse medical treatment.
13 The cCONscIenNcCe ote has een tradıtionally eft In New Zealand for ose 1Ssues of moral

ethıcal nature. ese Votes dIC rarl iın f1ıfty5 from 936 1985, the CONsSCIENCE 'ote only took place
forty-one OCCAas10ns.

14 As ODDOSC passıve euthanasıa, 1C s1ıgnıfies the wıthdrawal of NCCCSSATY treatment for the
patıent’s ıfe
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VI I HE IHE CHRISTIAN

ven though SOTIIC speculatıon about the Bıll W ds ear before ıts introduction,
the sudden WdYy the L1CWS about the Bıll TO the media-—I1t WAas promoted In July
1995, and ıts debate Occurred In ugust—, dıd not OW much tiıme for the Chrıistian
churches organıse opposıition the proposal. Perhaps the I[CasSON for spee Was

mıinımiıse anı Yy opposıtion 16 Was the SdI1llCc tactıc sed In Australıa'>. The ack of
time o DICDAIC SOTIIC er10us WdsSs felt hrough those weeks of debate., where
the media Was mostly left its OW!  5 centering the debate emotional 1SSuUeSs.

The atholıc Church had been In the forefront otT the FKEuthanasıa debate for
SOTIIC time 1O  = In 993 the New Zealand atNOolıc Bıshops Conference 1ssued
statement «Care of the yıng and Euthanasıa». In relatıon 8 the Bıll her Was

the quickest and the strongest ON  @ [WO bıshops reaftırmed the Magısteriıum of the
Church of the recent Encyclıcal Evangelium Vitae The Rector of the natıonal
sem1nary letter for the members of Parlıament., usıng the Vatican Declaration

Euthanasia. Both, [WO atholıc magazınes, The New Pealand Tablet, and New
elandıa publıshed artıcles agaınst euthanasıa. and dedicated edıtor1ials thıs 1Ssue.
The Knıghts of the outhern CTross, prepare informatıon pack for dıstrıbution
members OT parlıament and the publıc.

The posıtıon of the other Chrıstian churches Was weaker and theır iıne Was INOTEC

of expressing COTMICETN about the 11Cc  S legıslatıon than attackıng the Bıll ırectly. Some
conservatıve churches WCIC clear In theır attıtudes, and they COU. CADICSS theır VIeWS,
sometimes through the radl1o. but other churches instead propose much bıgger debate
and consultatıon. The fficıal NCWSDADCI of the Methodist and Presbyteri1an churches
tiıtled theır front DASC artıcle: «NOo CaAS Y choice In debate euthanasıa».

VIiI IHE OUTCOME ‚0) THE DEBAIL

er the introduction of the Bıll, the Parlıament sat [WO evenıngs, the
2Ind and 6th of August. The Vote took place In the second ess10n wıth nınety
parlıamentarıans Oout of nınety nıne present. The Bıll Wäds eieate by bıg margın,

29 Some of the parlıamentarıans clearly changed theır posıtıon durıng the debate.,
and ecıded 18 OPPDOSC the Bıll, the speeches and informatıon rece1ved.
15 important Sa y that the parlıamentarıan who introduced the Bıll Was unpopular
wıth hIis colleagues, due hıs personal approac LO INa y 1SSUES. It 15 possı1ıble h1s
intention Was I8} UusS«c the Bıll regaın hıs popularıty"®.

ı5 In December 1996, the lower house of the Federal government of Australıa overturned the
dec1ısıon of the Northern errIitory. It 1S expecte the house ll ratı thıs dec1ısıon In ebruary 997

16 Few months ater he had resign from Parlıament due to SOTINC ırregularıties.
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Iwenty-eıght members of Parlıament spoke durıng the L[WO SesSSIONS. Only
e1g of them spoke in favour of the introduction OT the Bıll: nonetheless all ö these
speeches but one—who promoted the Bıll—spoke agalnst euthanasıa. GITr DUTrDOSC
of supportiın the Bıll W ds along the IInes of o1ving the New Zealand soclety the
opportunıity of publıc discussıon and referendum the 1SSue. ven though the
parlıamentarıans COM have attacked euthanasıa ratıonal basıs, INany of them
expressed that theır opposıtion the Bıll the basıs of theır rel1210us elıefs,1
WCIC maınly Christians. The argumen that often In the debate WAas that
Chrıstian ıfe 15 o1ft from (G0d and do nOot have the W create 1ıfe OT the
ng end ıt In secular soclety ıke New Zealand, rel1g10us belıefs dIc better
voi1ced hrough secular WAaVYS than the ell establıshne: churches.

It 15 interesting SCC that the Maorı perspective Was eiende by ONC of the
members of Parlıament. MaorIı belleve that al natural thıngs have ıfe princıple and
that human ıfe 1S pPreC10us g1ift ea and yıng AaIic consıdered natural and
normal PTOCCSSCS. Any PCISON has genealogy 16 1n OTIC wıth the past, present
and future. eıng part of collective The elderly Afic valued and respected
because they AIc lıyıng ınk between past and uture-—the bridge between ıfe and
ca between ONC generatıon and another.

Durıng the ebates SOTIINC members talked sayıngz that they WCIC followıng theır
OW. prıvate electorate polls Many expressed theır COMNCECTIN dAS how those polls WEIC

conducted, because the WdY the question Wds as.  e had influence In the Outcome
of the poll Others stated that it 1S dıfficult tO uUusc the term publıc Op1nı10n, because
publıc confusıon sometimes re1gns, A INan y people ei1eve: that the wıthdrawal of
1fe upport SYyStems Was ST} illegal*”. Quite few of the members of Parlıament
stressed that they WEeTIC followıng theır OW. prıvate COonsclences., wıthout eing
depending In that 1sSsue the collective CONsSCIeENCE of theır 0Ca electorate.

111 CONCLUSION

At the end the Bıll o legalıze actıve euthanasıa Was defeated!®. The ımpact of
the Chrıstian churches ın the Oufcome of the debate 15 debatable But «regardıng the

W, The New Zealand Hıgh Court In 993 allırme: hat physıcıans could, In SOINC OCCAaS1OnNsS,
wıthdraw ıfe support SyStems, wıthout gomng agaınst the erımınal lawı.

IX Even fter the debate, the Sarmne parlıamentarıan TIE' Start collection of sıgnatures o support
referendum OUu! the 1SSUE, but it had be wıthdrawn by the Voluntary Euthanasıa Society because the

poorly rate of sıgnatures. Promaoters of referenda 1SSUES ave tO persuade eas DCI cent of regıstered
Vvoters (232,000 electors) 18 sıgn petıtion before referendum Can be held, ıth twelve month per10 to
gaın the sıgnatures. Once thıs threshold has een crossed, the referendum Must be held
However, CVOCMN ıf referendum 1S supporte: by INOTEC than PCI cent of the voters, the result 1S not bindıng

the government of the day.
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impact of the churches sensıitıve publıc moral the ea with Dignity Bıill
iıllustrates that SMa number of devout members of Parlıament operatıng the
COMNSCIEMNCEC vote setlung Can ave influence and achleve Outfcome 5 Ka the
churches INAaYy not be able to—whether due the CAISCHCICS of iiıme because of
theır OW. indec1ısıon regardıng the erıtfs of the The COMNSCICNCE vote
mechanısm the members of Parlıament the OppOrtunıety let theır rel1210us
colors Show free of the usual Stern dıctates party dıscıpline Members of Parlıament

these OCCasS10Ns INAaYy find profitable spea. wıth secular and
pragmatıc technıcal arguments LO WIN OVCTI theır colleagues and defeat measure»*?

In secular SOCIETY, where the influence of the Chrıstian churches 15 ep1 and
theır 15 often dımınıshed by internal dıvisıons where the conftlıct of relıg10n
and polıtics aAIic thıngs ot the past the ell orme CONSCICNCE of few
parlıamentarıans Can make dıfference 1SSUCS where Chrıstian values aAIfe al stake
The indıvıdual CO  ( of SOTINC Chrıstians parlıamentarıans helped defeat
Bıll 1C appeare lıkely 240 ea| of the churches opposıtıon

19 REX J C1L 592

Riassunto Nel 995 C1 fu Nuova Zelanda breve appassıonato
dıbattito sull’ıntroduzione dell eutanasıa ne legıslazıone de]l Paese La ‚PO-
sta Chiesa Cattolica SV1gorıta fiacca altre Chle-

1ane alcune qualiı comvolte una discussione di 1  c
secolare sul (8)81 questione disegno di cgge tal proposiıto, intıtolato

dign1ıtosamente» ben illustra COM p1ccolo dı deputatı relı-
che anno 10 nell ambiıito de]l VOTtO secondo le PTrOopDTrI1C CO  N1

ralı, influenza Otftenere de1 risultatı che le chiese invece SO-
NOn CeSSeCTE grado dı r  Z1UNgere— — VUuOI del NOstro

pO, loro Stessa indecisione sul merı1to questione. In talı
OCCAas1ıo0nN1 deputatı POSSONO trovare vantag2210s0 parlare dal Uunto di vista la1ıco

attenersı1ı tes1 prammatıche tecniche PCI persuadere loro colleghı OT-
S1 ad provvedimento Dietro tale tema 1NS1to SSSOo 1TOV1amMoO ESCMPIO
dı COmMe pOSSAaNO funzionare polıtıca religi0ne Paese occıdentale una
ocı1eta che S1 ©  a VarcaTtre la soglıa de] SP7ZO miıllennio

Resume. En 1995, 11 eut Nouvelle-Zelande ebat, bref mMals
p  C SUTr l’introduction de L’euthanasıe dans les PIINCIPECS de la
legislation du DaySs La ICDONSC de Eglise Catholique fut moderee par la
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reactiıon timıde des autres eglıses chretiennes. La 101 SUT la «Diıgnite dans I1a
Mort» Onftre qu ’un petit nombre de parlementaıres fervents V
CONVAINCUS peuvent QaVOIT une influence ei obteniır resultat UJUC les eglıses
SONtT incapables d’atteindre—so1t du faıt des exigences du m so1t de leur
PTODIC indec1sıion SUrT le bienfonde du probleme. Dans de telles CIrcostances, les
membres du Parlement pourraljent plutöt cho1sır de S’exprimer dans angage
laique ei aVOIlr CCOUTIS5 des arguments pragmatıques ei technıques DOUTF
cConvaıncre leurs collegues S’opposer projet de 101 Ce qu’1 OUSs est
donne de VOIr, dela de cet exemple, C’est unNec parfaıte iıllustration du
fonctionnement de la polıtıque et 1a relıg10n dans uUnNe socıete occıdentale
L’oree du tro1ısıeme mıllenaıre.

Summary. In 995 New Zealand had ri1ebut excıting debate about the
introduction of euthanasıa in 1ts legıslatıve CAiHE The of the atANol1ic
Church Was tempered by the weak reaction of the other Christian churches, 1mM-

SOTINC of them in secular dıscussıion about the ole 1SsSue. The ea
WIith Dignity Bill iıllustrates that Sma number of devout members of
Parlıament operatıng in the CONsSCIeENCE vote setting Can ave influence and
achleve Oufcome 1C the churches IMaYy NOL be able to—whether due 88 the
exigencles of time OT because of theır OW indec1ısı1on regardıng the meriıts of
the 1Ssue. Members of Parlıament these 0OCCAasS10ons IMNa Yy fınd profitable
spea wıth secular VOICce and resort pragmatıc, technıcal arguments WI1InNn
OVeT theır colleagues and defeat INCASUTE Underlyıng the topI1C, have
example of how polıtıcs and relıgıon work in estern COUNIFrY, in soclety close

the beginnıng of the 1r mıllenn1um.

Inhaltsangabe. 995 gab &w in Neuseeland eiıne ZWAar kurze, aber
eidenschaftliche Dıskussion über dıe Einführung der Euthanasıe in dıe
Gesetzgebungsnormen. Die Antwort der kathohschen Kırche wurde ure dıe
zögernde Reaktıon der anderen christlıchen Kıiırchen abgeschwächt. Das
«Gesetz über die ur im » ze1gt, daß eine kleine Gruppe gläubıiger
Parlamentsmitglıeder Einfluß en kann und Ergebnissen gelangen kann,

deren Erreichung die Kırchen unfähıg sınd, sSe1 CS auf Tun der
Erfordernisse der Zeit: se1 CS, weıl Ss1e keıine bestimmte Entscheidung
hinsichtlich der Rıchtigkeit des TODIEMS erzielen können. In olchen
Augenblicken könnten die Abgeordneten interessant {ınden, als Laı1en
sprechen und sıch pragmatısch-technischer Argumente bedienen, ihre
ollegen überzeugen und eine Gesetzesvorlage anzugreifen. Das
unterschwellıge Prinzıp In diıeser acC bletet uns eın e1ispie dafür, wI1e Polıitik
und elıgıon In einem westlichen Land wirken, und das in einer urz VOT dem
dritten Jahrtausend stehenden Gesellscha


