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est secundum ratiıonem sse ”
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One maJor questions CONtemMpOrary ethics CONCEOINS the erıterion of the
ralı of actHOons. ASs 1S ell known several AaNnSWEIS have been propose what makes
Our human ACTS g00d 0)8 bad. For SOIIC pleasure, convenlence OT usefulness dec1isive for
theır goodness, others consıder duty, conformity wıth moral law the well-being of the
greatest number ofpeople the true CasSsuic ofrıght conduct. (Others agaln prefer 18 reso!

evaluatıon of the effects of act1ons. hıs Nicomachean FEthics (= E.N.) stotle
mentions the 111Call between CXCCSS and defic1ıency erıterion ofwhether acthons x00d
OT bad, but he alsSo insısts actons havıng be conform and ature Accord-
ıng stotle rıght depends experience.“ 1S anythıng but sub]ective factor, for
it ımplıes owledge ofob]ective data; it has authorıty and ıt commands?. Reason o0oks at

hıch 1S the NOorm stotle tresses the ımportance of the virtues for order 18
Out ıts task correctly. Just and prudent actions those of VvIrtuous person.”

‘S Th 11-11 47,6 (SIE De verıtate :3 a.l «Bonum homi1ınıs est secundum ratıonem vivere».
2E 1106°36ss.
5E 1114°29; 125°34
*E 138525
> E 110555 See OUT The Criteria OFra Act according IO Aristotle and their C riticısm DV

Thomas Aquinas, In Autour de Saıint Thomas. Recueil eiudes SUur penNseEE philosophique eft

theologique, 1L, Parıs/Bruges 1987, 47-60)
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I HE OLE TITHE PRINCIPLES

St Thomas Agqumnas 15 In full agreement wıth Arıstotle inasmuch d he also
TEeESSES the role of LTCasSson In establıshing the of conduct. However, he notices
problem here. Reason does not become rıght ICason Just Dy ıtself. Related thıs YUCS-
tıon 1s that of how virtuous PCISON becomes virtuous o1ven that nothıng Can reduce in
cself Irom pOtenCcy 18 aCT. The solution TIThomas Q1ves of thıs dılemma allows hım al the
SdadJIne time tOo indicate the ultımate basıs for all moral udgments Hıs answer 1S dSs fol-
lows: moral vırtue reaches ıts perfection when the appetite 15 governed accordıng tOo 1Ca-
{0)  S Reason Judges wıth the help of set of fiırst princıiples of the moral order, 1C
nature places ın US, dSs ıt also g1ve us the first princıples of the speculatıve order. PCI-
SO makes hımself virtuous Dy acting In conformiıty wıth these princıples.®

Throughout hıs Commentary the Nicomachean Ethics dSs ell AdSs In the Summa
eologiee Aquımnas confirms the existence and the necessıity of such set of first DIINC1-
ples practical intellect.’ ese princıiples have role sımılar 18 that of the aX10MS
In ZCOMEITY, IC AI NOT elaborated Dy 1Cason but aTrec accepted ımmediately Dy the 1n-
ellect inspection of certaın representations of the imagınation. Likewise, the princ1-ples In the 1e ofactıon, 1C. the g0oals ofvirtuous aCIS, do nNnot result from PIOC-
6CSS of reasonıng but AIc consecutıive the basıc experience of neselftf and of the PCI-
SONS the WOT. ONC 15 In CoNntact wıth. Acting In conformity 18 these princıples, such
dASs Must o0k after oOne’s ealth», MUust respect other people’s
yıelds the of the virtues, of16 the SCIIMS AdIc present In us by nature.® When

lıve accordıng the virtues dIiC able Judge correctly about the 1C
111 OW us reach the end of each virtue. Elsewhere Thomas speaks of «the prımaryng OT Just» (primum IuStum), what 15 naturally known dSs rıght and CcCannot be 19-nored because ıt 1s naturally impressed the mınd ? Thıs IUStuUm naturale AIec the ends
toward 16 ture INa  5 Aquınas speaks of natural inclination fOo the end
C 1s connatural us

As nothing 1S Lırmly establiıshed 1ın speculatıve [CasSson CeXCepDL by reduction
the tiırst indemonstrable princıples, nothing 1S fırmly established Dy practical I1Ca-
SOM CXCEDL bDy ıts ordınatıon tO the ast endO 15 the COIMNMON g00d.'® Thus there

5 In IC lesson 88 (Leonıine edıtion), OT:
IC In II Ethic. 4, 8 (Leonine), LO1:; In V Ethic. 1 9 304, 31 15,; 319, «Prımum lustum,scılıcet naturale, quod 19(0)81 DOTeSL 1gnorari quı1a natıralıter est ment1 humanz impressum» 1-I1 94).S In VIT Ethic., lesson Ö, p.415, 123 «Sıcut enım In mathematıcıs princ1pla NOn docentur DCTratiıonem., S1IC In operabılıbus f1inıs docetur PCI ratıonem. Sed OMO DCI habıtum viırtutis, SIVe naturalıs

S1IVe PCI assuetudınem acquısıtee, cConsequıtur rectam gstimatıonem CIrca princıpıum ag1bılıum, quod est
finıs». ( de virtutibus, 19 ad «Homines atı SUnNtT perveniıre ad perfectum bonum secundum
virtutem el iıdeo Oportet quod habeant inclinationes ad INNES aCTtus VI. quod CU] NON possıt CSSC
secundum naturam, Ooportet quod sıt secundum ratıonem in qua x1stunt sem1ıina mnıum virtutum».

? In V Ethic., lesson 15 319; «Primum lustum, sc1ilicet naturale, quod 1910)81 potest 1gnorarıquıa naturalıter est mentI1 humana impressum».
50 90, ad



L EO FLDERS d

AI the fırst princıiples of the moral order 1ın OUT intellect and, in the second place,
there 1s5 also in OUT 11l natural tendency toward the g0o0d of reason.‘!! Sınce the
rational soul 15 the substantıial form PTODCI INall, there 1s 1n each human ind1-
vidual natural inclınatıon I(8) act accordıng rCcason, aCcTt accordıngz to VIT-
tue  12 1me and agaın Aquınas that man ’’s basıc natural iınclinatıon 1Ss aCct

ın conformıty wıth ng TeAaSON Sınce TeECASON must dırect man ’’s lıfe. the natural 1nN-
clinatıons of man/’s other faculties must be regulated Dy reason. ® St Thomas seifs
hıs doectrine of OUT duty lıve in accordance wıth Ng LTCasSOIl ın the broader CON-

text of the order establıshed Dy God «Sınce what 15 accordıng LO nature has been
gıven thıs order Dy w1ısdom 1G man/’’s L1CAasSOIl mMust imıtate, whatever 15
done bDy human Te4SON agaınst the COMMMON order OUnN! in natural thıngs, 15 de-
vliatiıon and 15 sinful».!*

REASON AND NATIURE

However, d Aquimnas explaıns, man’s nature shows certaın ualı Man has anı-
mal natu: in wıth the other anımals. But he also POSSCSSCS T1CAasSsOonN1 CIMlada-

bles hım dıscern what 1S ng (honestum) and what 15 bad (turpe).“ When
pCrSON W he must learn to dısentangle hımself from varıety of emotıions and
strıvings and (8 egulate them Dy 1EC4A4SOTNN. In vVIrtuous PCISON intellectual and sensıtive

welded into unıty the sensıtive part 15 entirely ubject h1ıs FeasSsomn The
opposıte MaYy also happen Reason Cal be otally overwhelmed Dy passıon, althoug,
there usually 15 SOTIIC leeway left for the exercIse of free decision.!® nstead of dırecting
hıs eelıngs accordıng TCasSON, InNan sometimes uses h1is ICasSOIl lıve accordıng I(8) hıs
inordinate feelings. “ If human 1ın WOU. ST1 be in the of integrIity, the
rule of 1CA4SOIN WOU. dominate, but In fallen na the inclinations proceeding irom
COoNcupIscence prevaiıl. ”® In fact ın hıs orıginal condıtion O110WEe: rCasonN, but after
he siınned he VELY easıly eflects from it 19 When thıs inclinatıon seek the oratıfiıcatiıon
of sensıtive nature Out of the control by TCasSON), ıt mMust longer be consiıdered

1- 11 62, «Secundo, PCI rectitudınem voluntatıs naturalıter tendentis 1n bonum rat1on1s».
12 1-I1 04, «Cum anıma rationalıs sıt proprıa forma hominıs, naturalıs inclhinatıo inest Cu11l1De:

hominı ad hoc quod agat secundum ratiıonem, eit hoc est secundum virtutem».
13 1-I1 94, ad
|4 11- 11 30, «Cum UU& SUNTt secundum naturam sınt ordınata ratiıone dıvyına qUamı humana ratiıo

imıtarı, qu1dquıd secundum ratıonem humanam tıt quod est cContra ordınem communıiter in rebus
naturalıbus inventum, est vitiosum el peccatum».

15 In V Ethic., lesson 2; 39 116
1-11

D S5.7h K 39 ad
18 11-11 163, ad «In natura humana S1 essel integra pra valeret inclinatıo rat1on1s, sed in

tura Corrupta praevale inclhlinatıo concupiscentie UJU—X in homiıne domiınatur...».
19 1-11 9 C
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natural inclınatıon, for man’s natural inclinations LINOVC hım LO ev11<0 and they
make themselves felt wıthout forcıng hıs reason *!

In addıtiıon dıstınguishing man ’’s ratıonal ture from hIs anımal fure,
Aquimnas introduces also the dıstinetion between “unıversal nature” and ““partıcular Na-
fure - meanıng the ex1genc1es consecutive the human body In ıts entirety the
Oole of soclety, and what 15 requıred Dy part of the body Dy Ian ds indıvıdual
member of soclety.““ act agamlnst the g0o0d ofman’’s partıcular ture INAYy somet1mes
be conducıve LO the x00d of unıversal ture In us SUrgcoON 111 LEINOVEC sıck tissue

LO protect the entire body and crımınals AIc deprived of theır rTeedom In order
uphold order and law. Aquımas mentlions another subordinatiıon PTrODCI human 1a-

ture exter10r Z00ds AI rdered LO the g00d DOody, those of the body tOo the x00d of
the soul and the X00dSs DIODCT LO actıve 1ıfe AdIC subordinated tOo contemplation.“

The Varlous abitus dIC dıstınguished nNnOot only accordıng tO theır objects but
also accordıng I(8) whether they AdIre In agreement In disagreement wıth OUT nature
900d habıtus d1sposes us aCTt In conformıty wıth OUT nature, whereas VICeES aIc dı1ıs-
posıtıon tO acCı agaınst the requırements of OUT nature Aquımnas adds the observatıon
that SOINC habıtus dıspose aCTSs agreeing wıth OUTr lower nature, 111e other habıtus
do wıth regard LO aCTSs IC aAaIc conform tOo what 15 hıgher by nature He refers
the supernatural order and hero1ic vıirtue 1C d1sposes us LO patterns of behavıour
conform what 1S above us 24

In thıs connection St. TIThomas explaıns In what VICeSs AIc agamst human 11a-

ture, they agamst ITCason («cum sınt ratıonem»). ( In the other hand, virtuous
AaCTS wıth human nature because they dAIec in accordance wıth T1Cason Therefore, Tho-
INas states succınctly: «Moral vırtue 15 efined Dy ıts eıng conform 116 ng reason» &>
Furthermore., ıt 1S the task of the virtues o bring about that imselfand what he does
AL In accordance wıth reason.“®© Sınce the aCTts of VICeSs aAfec agalnst FCasON, they AIc In
dısagreement wıth human nature. *’ We also fınd the following sStatement In 1C the OT-
der 15 dıfferent: «Concupiscence 16 transcends the lımıts of TCason 15 agamst human
nature» 28 In fact Aquımnas seldom USCs according nature OT against nNalure qualify
morally g00d OT bad actıons and, ds SCC, prefers the eXpression secundum
ratıonem and Prceeter rationem.?? Human ICAaSON, indeed, knows the g00d of INan and for-
mulates what 1S conform 1t OT In disagreement wıth it 30 Aquınas adds the tollowıng

20 In VII Ethic., lesson 13, 432, 133
In X Ethic., lesson Ö, DiS7T 1E

272 S. ITA 1-11 65,
FSH 152

II 154,
25 HIT 23 «Vırtus moralıs definıtur DCT hoc quod est secundum ratiıonem rectam>»
26 H- l23, «Ad virtutem umanam pertine! uf facıat hommem ef ODUS e1us secundum ratıonem CSSC3}.
27 1-11 54,
25 1-11 82, ad «Concupiscentlia UU transcend: 1mıtes rat1on1s, est homiını Contra naturam>»
29 1-11 1 9 ad
3U 1-11 19,
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consıideratıion: the rational soul 1S man’s substantıal form, that INan has natural inclhı-
natıon aCct accordıng reason.*‘ In actıng in thıs WAaY 1S agreement wıth hIs SPC-
c1ıf1ıc natu: Therefore, what 15 in accordance wıth rCcason, 15 in accordance wıth human
TU  $ In far d it 1S rational and PDITODCI 18 man.“°* What 1S CO: tOo TCason 1s agaınst
hıis nature.° In hI1s cCommentary the Nicomachean Ethics Thomas CXPICSSCS hımself
dS ollows The g00d of anıYy eıng whatever consısts In ıts operatıons eing in agreement
wıth ıts form. Man’s PTrOpCI form 15 that Dyahe 1S rational anımal. Therefore, man s
operations ll be x00d ıf In agreement wıth rıght LTCAasSOlI. Devılatıng from [CasSsonNn conflıcts
wıth the of reason.*“ St. Thomas usSes the expression agzainst nature above all
qualify certaın aCTS, such d SOodomy, WN1C AIc agaınst man’s anımal nature.°

As have SCCI human nature becomes the SOUTCEC of the moralıty of OUT aCTS

DYy the basıc natural inchinations. Man perceives d xo0d all those thıngs and act1ons
16 he has natural inclination.°® ese inclınatiıons, 16 all HICNn aVe In COI-

INON, CONCETN OUT basıc needs. On the other hand, for those actıyıtles ICo beyond
these iımmediate needs LTCasomn must establısh what dABICcCS wıth nature and what does
noOot SInce human nature 1S created Dy God Aquiınas Can Sd y that whatever under
the order of rCcason, under the order of God himself.>”

IHE OLE REASON

In V1eW of thıs predomiınant place assıgned 1CASOIN it 1S worthwhıle CXanll-

Ine In detaıl the LNOTC important In 1C TIThomas sStates and explaıns the role of
LTCasSOINMN (n several OCCAaS10oNnNs he places hıs doctrine under the authorıty of sayıng of
Dıonys1ius: K g00d of INan 1S 18 lıve and aCct In conformıty reason».}® We
first consıder number of statements In the Commentary the Ethics, {  3 nNnext
the Summa theologicee and SOINC other works, takıng In strıde SOTIIC repetit1ons 1C.
111 ave the advantage of bringing out better the ımportance of the theme
Dealıng first wıth the Commentary the Nicomachean Ethics allows us tOo SCC the
Arıstotelıian rOO of thıs doectrine.

The morally x00d (honestum) 1s what 1S g00d accordıng FrCason, whereas the
pleasant 1s pleasant accordıng the senses.” ıfe accordıng 1C4SOIl 1S PTODCI

SE 94,
42 1-11 «Quod est secundum ratıonem est secundum naturam homiınıs inquantum est homo».
43 Ibidem, ad
34 In GE lesson Z p.80, A perversıitas enım rat1onıs natura rat1on1s».
55 HSH 154,
36 1-I1 94, «Omn1ı1a ]la ad QUE OMO naturalıter inclhinatıonem ratıo naturalıter apprehendit

ut bona».
37 1-I1 2 «Quacumque continentur sub ordıne rat1on1s, continentur sub ordıne 1DSIUS De1».
58 De divinis nOMmMiInIbus, «Bonum autem homiınıs est secundum ratıonem 6SSC} The wording

of the orıgınal text 15 negatıve: (PG S 733)
>9 In [ Ethic., lesson
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Man, because man’s specıf1c Nature 1s to be rational. Now rational 1S twofold, In OMNC

by partıcıpatıon insofar ASs ONC lets neself be persuaded and led Dy LCASON, In
second dsS s1gN1  ıng the ratiıonal mınd 1C thınks and Casons Dy ıtself.“© Man
task consısts In actıng according T1CAaSOoN Therefore. the go0od INan 111 aCTt ell a_

cordıng ICAaSON, and the best INan does In the best possible manner.“ Vırtues dIiC In
agreement wıth OUT nature So they dIc In unıson wıth LTCAaASon and provıde pleasure.”“
Thomas EVvVecn wrıtes that the g00d and bad for INan depends theır relatiıonship wıth
LTCason («...attendıtur secundum ratiıonem»).”” The vıirtues enable hım (8 CaITL y out hıs
tasks In conformıiıty wıth reason.“* 10 put ıt VELY concısely, moral vıirtues operate aCCOrd-
ng ng reason.” Precisely because INan has ICAaSON, he has natural inclınatıon
vırtue, because vıirtue makes hım act in accordance wıth reason.“®

In the Second Book of hıs Nicomachean Ethics Arıstotle examınes the role of
the virtues. When ONC aCTts repeatedly accordıng ICasonN, the “ form of reason” 15
impressed In the appetite, In other words, the moral vıirtues COINC about.* Indeed, aCTt-
ing In conformıiıty wıth ng I1CAason ea| the 11 of the vırtues. This 1S because
the goodness of ıng consısts In 1ts operatıon fıttıng In wıth ıts form. The form
DIODCTI 18 11an 1s that 1C makes hım ratıonal anımal. Therefore, when hıs aCTtSs dIiC
conform Ng 1Cason they Cannot but be g00d“® and they create habıtus In the
appetite hrough 1C- ONC aCTS wıth Casc and pleasure in V1eEW of the ng end In
thıs connection Arıstotle introduces the crıterion of the INCalnll virtues make us seek in
OMr act1ons the INncan between CXCCSS and deficlency.

Aquınas pOomts Out that the IIC 1s NOT determıined Dy quantıitatiıve cons1ıderations
but accordıng 18 rıght reason.“? One 1S nNOot praised blamed because ONe 1S al
ANST V, but because ofeing In conformıty wıth TCason ın opposıtıon it 50 Thus
ICason mMust determine what 1S ng and confırm the soul In dısposıtions conform
TCason when ICasSson ıtself 1S Correct the virtue of prudence results. When ONC practises
equı In one’s ealıngs, the vırtue of Justice takes shape Fortitude about when

4() Lesson
Lesson

42 Lesson 13
44 Lesson

Lesson
45 S.Th 1-I1 56,
46 1511 6I, «Naturalıs inclinatıo ad virtutem, QUE convenıt hominı hoc 1DSO quod rationalıs esT,

hoc enım habet quod secundum ratiıonem operetur».
47 In 165 lesson «Eo quod multoties agımus secundum ratıonem ımprimıtur 'orma rati1on1s

ın VI appetitıva, QUZ quıdem impress10 nı alıu« est quam ırtus moralıs».
4X Lesson «Unde oOportet quod operatıo hominıs sıt ona hoc quod est secundum ratıonem

rectam. Perversıtas enım rationis natutura rat1on1s».
49 1so In VEthic., lesson However, the [1Can dSs determıined by 1CASON has certaın atıtude

and xtends beyond OO narrowly defined Iımıts (O.d. de virtutibus, 15 13 ad 18 «Medium virtutis
secundum ratiıonem alıquam latıtudiınem habet»).

5() In II 1C.; lesson SA [-I1 24, ad « Vıtuperatur aut audatur quı iIme aut irascıtur
secundum ratiıonem vel preter ratıonem».
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TEA4ASON strengthens the mınd and OMNC ehaves in dangerous sıtuations d 1S befitting
TeEasSoN and avo1ds dangers C 1CasOIl us avo1d.>! JTemperance takes hold of
those who refraın ICDICSS theır passıons accordıng 18 ng reason.>°“ The ıberal INan

uUscC> hıs accordıng what TeASON hım d0 53 In conclusıon INdy SaYy
that the habıtus of moral vırtue 15 efined Dy the fact of ıts eing in accordance wıth
reason.““ moral vıirtue 1S habıtus accompanıed Dy rıght LTCAasSOINL

The entire treatıse of the moral virtues In the Secunda Secundee 1S dominated Dy
the idea that must determıne what, In the dıfferent fıelds of human actıvıty, 1s dC-

cordıng ng 1C64S0ON However, the of cCorrect inkıng 4S the basıs of
virtue 15 not enough; actıng accordıng vıirtue mMust also be accompanıed Dy 1Ca-

0)  - «Vırtutes sunt secundum ratiıonem ei CUu ratione».° Man’s real g00d 15 what 1s
becomıng hım accordıngz tOo reason.>°®© Thıs implıes, d SCC, careful CONS-

iıderatıon of the CIrcumstances under 1C virtue 1S operate. In short, virtuous
act1ons mMust always be accompanıed DYy prudence

Thus far have discussed SOINC eX]1 the relatiıonshıp between vırtue and 1CAd-

SOIl in the Commentary the Nicomachean Ethics Rıght 1C4SOIN appeared have
domiımnant role. The Samnlec doectrine 1S stressed also throughout the Summa theologiae. As

have SCCIL, accordıng Aqumas has. certaın dual ature hıs sensıtiıve
nature must become otally sub]ect 1(0) LCasSON and he avo1d Dy all INCAans that hıs 1Ca-

S()I1 becomes verwhelmed DYy the pass1ıons, 16 distort hıs judgment.?” In the operations
of ICasSOIl ONC INay dıstinguısh between higher Veadson (ratio superior) and lower Feason

(ratio inferior). The former evaluates actions and sıtuations In the 1g of plan and
law. Somewhat sımılar 1S the distinction between unıversal andC1TCASONI.

of actiıon OT even! INay be considered from dıfferent pomts of VIEW: the wiıfe of COMN-

emne: murderer ea IO  S and the Judge INAaYy make dıfferent appraisa. ofwhat the
punıshment should be However, ITCasSsONMN 1S not rıght when it consıders only partıcular dS-

pect of sıtuatıiıon wıthout ıng into acCcount the g00d Aquımas corroborates
hıs argument DYy pomtıng what happens in ature where the natural inclinatıon of
part whatever of wnole 1S ordaıned 118 the x00d of the whole.°®

In II TE lesson n S.Th HSaH 125; (« fugere mala UUX sunt secundum ratıonem
fugienda»). However, when OMNC ironts the dangers accordıng the Judgement of FrCasON, he 0€Ss
not aCtTt agaınst ırtue1 123 ad

52 Lesson
5 In V Ethic., lesson
54 In HI Ethic., lesson («habıtus virtutis moalıs eimıitur hoc quod est secundum ratıonem»);

«virtus operatur secundum rectam ratiıonem») DAaSSIM.
» In VI 16 lesson 11 (T S.7h ISM 5S, ad «Vırtus 11011 solum est secundum rectam

ratıonem Inquantum inclınat ad ıd quod est secundum rectam ratıonem, ut platonıcı posuerunt, sed et1am
oportet quod sıt CUM ratıone recta, ut Arıstoteles 1C1 In VI Ethicorum».

56 In VIIT Ethic., lesson
‚w 1-11, 1 9
5X 1- 11 19, CC Non est autem recta voluntas alıculus hominıs volentis alıquod bonum particulare

1S1 referat ın bonum COMMMMNUNC sicut In fiınem, CU]l et1am naturalıs appetitus eu1uslhıbet partıs ordınetur
In onNnum totıus. Ex t1ine autem sumıtur ormalıs ratıo volendı quod ad finem ordınatur>».
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FEKxplainiing why ITCasSson 1S the basıc erıterion of moralıty St Thomas ecalls that
it 1s PIODCI tOo ICason LO bring about order. 1s natura]l for INan 18 lıve and 118 aCT In dC-
cordance wıth FrCasonN, SINCEe LCAdSOI 1S man s nature.>°? Therefore, when AT proceed-
ng from delıberate TCcason 1S 191011 directed o the PIODCI end (debitum finem), 1t 11l be
opposed ICason and Dy thıs vVCLY fact become ale finis debitus 1S the order of
nature dSs ıt CADICSSCS ıtself In man’s basıc inclhinations. It 1s what Ooles the real
200d of Ian In eneral afe inclined what 15 x00d natural pleasures Aafec those
1Fa wıth us accordıng reason.®! However, the appetıte INaYy somet1mes tend
toward what 1S not Convenlent ICason Thıs eıng not everythıng pleasurable 15
morally g00d.° It INAY happen, though, that the usec of ICasSonN 1s mpeded from
the effect of choice of the 111 there 1s also the influence of the sensıtive
part of OUT eıng Thıs OCCUTS because ICasON, In order LO function, needs the assıst-
AaNCce of SOTIINC of the faculties. Now, when the body 1s In dısorderly E} the
SCHNSCS also aIC, and S}  5 1f thıs 1S the CaSC, ICason 111 be ampere In ıts Judgments.®

The SdI11Cc doectrine 1S propose In the Secunda Secundee. We COINEC back
later LO the role of the vıirtue of prudence, 16 1s ea wıth In Question 4 7, but
must fırst mention SOINC important EXES about TCAason (ratio) In the remaınder of the
Second Part. As Aquınas argued In the Prima Secundee, ICason mMust determiıine the
INCan of the vırtues. For instance, In the 16 of Justice ICason consıders what 15 due
and equıtable and 1C AI the circumstances.® The vıirtue of Justice elps us to
reach the MNg appraısal how develop OUT interpersonal relatıons. Self-contro
SCCS it that nOot CVCIMN Dy theCofVC pleasures ONC devlates from ng
LTCason but that ONC regulates the desıre of pleasure accordıng LO reason®>, CVCI H. A4aSs
St Thomas wriıtes, of al] pass1ıons pleasure 1S mMost 1111CUu o control Dy reason.®® The
role of the vırtues 1S tO nng about that INan hıimself and hıs acti1ons aAIc conform
reason.©/ Indeed, the 200d of the moral virtues consısts primarıly In the order of Ica-
SO  - The order of ICasON, however, 1S that thıngs aTc dırected LO the end of man ©® The
x00d of ITCason consısts above all In thıs order.° AIl natural inclhimnations Must be ICSU-

59 F} 63, It ollows that the viıirtues ex1ist in In inchoatıve WdYy («per quandam
inchoationem»), seeds 1C| mMust urther develop However, not all human beings ATC equally ell
1Spose (1-I1 66,

6() 1-11 «Cum enım ratıon1ıs sıt ordınare, ACTUS ratione delıberativa procedens, S1 ON sıt ad
debitum finem ordınatus, hoc 1DSO repugnat ration1, el ratıonem malı. S1 CIO ordınetur ad debıtum
finem, convenıt CU] ordıne rat1on1s, nde ratıonem bon1».

8! S
62 ‚S 34, ad
63 I-11 48, 34, ad

11-11 GE
65 de virtutibus, w
66 de malo, 14,
67 1L-I1 123 «Ad virtutem umanam pertinet facıat homınem el ODUS elus secundum ratıonem 6SSCH.
6X I1-1 161, «Bonum humana virtutis In ordıne ration1ıs consıistıt. Quı]1 quıdem principalıter

attendt respectu finıs».
69 I1-11 141,
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ate by L[CasSsOl1 has the hıghest commandıng human nature In 1fs
task TeEASON 928  S the princıples IC dIiC by nature and 1t dısposes the
other thıngs 4S 15 Convenıent VICW of thıs end 15 tOo aCct agaınst these nda-
mental princıples than LO aCt agaınst the eadıng the end Certaimn inclına-
1012 AIC basıcally x00d, such 4S seekıng be honoured, workıng for materı1al PTOS-
DEeTITY, but CVCIL wıth regar these inchnations I1Cason must prescribe the Correct

(modus rationiS) 72 Ihıs applıes GV INOTC such ASs and fear
Indeed, the SsensIıtIiveamust be subject to TCAason and ubdued 4S Aquınas
wrıtes, domesticated by it.73

In the Oucestio disputata de virtutibus TIThomas the SAdIL1L1C doctrine add-
IN SOTINNC ıimportant observatıons: the go0od of the consısts theır beıng 1
conformıty wıth I[Cason By 1fs VeELIY the 111 tends what 15 g00d accordıng
1C4SON WAaY analogous the concupıscC1ble a  el WN1C tends to what 15 CC-
able the SCI1S5CS5 The INcan the 1e of moral VIrtueEeSs 15 determıined accordıng LO

ng ITCason Because of thıs determınatıon the VaT1lOus habıtus of the appetilıve acul-
uNEes obtaın the character of In thıs WdY prudence 1C elps determıne
the COrrect 198172001 15 the f all these VIirtues 75 By the INSTIILULION of nature the
ıIrascıble and concupıscıble faculties aATre intended follow ICason Thıs mplıes that
Dy theır VETIY nature they Can OcE the VIrtues and be determıned by them They
reach theır accomplıshment far d they daIc 10  S dısposıtion DUIrSUC the
x00d of 1C4SOIMN

As the 200d of I11an CONSISTS 1ıfe accordıng ng ITCason moral ev1] 15

devıatıon from IcCason Whatever 15 agaınst 1CA4dSOIl 15 agaınst INan eason
the CasSuTe of the moralıty of OUT acCt10Ns

As have SCCH above mMust act aCcCCordance wıth ng ICason but OUT

actıons mMust also be accompanıed throughout Dy ICason Thıs that when AaIc

to act accordıng inclinatiıon g00d end, SdY, tO be COUTSC
of conduct 26 15 made CasS Y because of the of the of generosı1ıty
WC must nevertheless be and ponder the CITrCUMSTANCES We do wıth the

0 ]] ad3
l 154

72 I1 I1 156 The de vVirtutibus 13 CAa| thıs MmOdus FALLONLS the CasSuric and rule of all
and human actıons Becauase 11an 15 11a by havıng 1CasSonNn Ian g00d must CONSIStT that he

CTS accordıng [CasOonNn
73 {{ 3S «Plus autem bonum ratı10onıs qu1ı est temperatus quO eti1am 1DSC

SENSILVUS est sublectus ratıonı ratıone edomıtus»
74De virtutibus
75 I!bidem, 1,6
76 «Irascıbilis eit concupiıscıbılıs naturalter SUNT ODaudıbıles ratıonı nde naturalıter Sunt

Suscepftivae Vvirtulls, U 6IS perficıtur secundum quod dısponuntur ad bonum ratı1on1s sequendum»
77 de malo «Malum est preter ratıonem CSSCH}
' Thid ad «Ratıo homi1nıs est natura nde quı1dquıd est Contra ratıonem est cContra hominıs

naturam»
79 Summa CONLITa gentiles I11 «Moralıum autem CMNSUTa est rTatı10>»
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help of the vırtue of prudence. Because of the varıety of sıtuations wıth
1C have CODC, areful delıberation 15 called for before aCt Thus the
aX10M that INan must lıve accordıng TCasOoN, mplıes that he aCTSs prudently.

I HF VERTIUE ACTION

At the egınnıng of hıs treatıise prudence ıIn the Summa theologiae LL-IL,
question 47, St Thomas first eals wıth the question whether prudence has its seat In
the intellect In the 11l First he o1VveSs eneral deseription of prudence: by PTIU-
dence INcan frame of mınd 1C the basıs of what 1S NOW, makes us foresee
what INay happen In the future Thıs involves certaın Comparıson between what 1s
110  S and what 111 be later. But comparıng 15 the work of 1C4asoOon If thıs 15 Correct,
prudence makes us delıberate about the end DUTrSUC In partıcular actıon, and also
about what 11l take us tO the end and it mplıes howıng us how tO appIiyv ourselves
thıs acCt10nN.

Thıs cons1ıderation ea Aquınas defıine prudence A4Ss the recia Falıo
agibilium, that 15 the Correct WdaYy of delıberating about what must be done reach the
end Delıberating ın V1IeEW of the end 15 precisely the task of practical 1CaSon Since
there 1s hıghest end for INan, LO 16 hıs other o0oals dIiIC subordinated and subservı1-
SHT; prudence 1s concerned wıth considering the end of the entire human ıfe

PDCISON who delıberates correctly wıth regard the ole of the g00d 1fe (vivere
CHE. 15 called prudent. Thus prudence makes us TCason correctly WI ratıo recta)
concerning the thıngs delıberate about.®

Our act1ons take place al the eve of the indıvıdual and the It 15 the
task of prudence appIiy general principles o indivıidual aCts To g1ve example,
princıple SdYy>S that cshould return what belongs LO the but prudent elıb-
eratıon INAaYy sShow that it 1S advısable nOot to do for the time eing ın thıs partıcular
Casec oug| Cal know and foresee all poss1ble aspects, Circumstances and
CONSCYUCNCCS of dec1s1ıon, Cal nevertheless sSucceed in owıng what happens
generally In sımılar cases.8!

When discussıng the role of prudence mMust fırst ascertaın whether have
do wıth form of owledge wıth moral virtue. virtue renders the PCrSON

Z00d who PDOSSCSSCS it and makes that what he does 15 g00d Prudence not only CON-
GCOETHS [CAadSON that it delıberates correctly, but also OUT basıc strıvings and, fınally, it
Invıtes us to aCctT. Therefore it 1s moral]l virtue ®® It has object IC 15 DTODCT it,

man’s actıons and undertakıngs (the agibilia), In far aAs they aAaIc both the object
of 1CASOIN and of the appetıte. Prudence 15 dıstınguished from the other moral virtues

X() H- 4 7,
E 47,

x- 47,
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ın that ıts object belongs the intellect; it 15 assoclated wıth them ın far 4S ıts ob-
ject the appetıite and 1t seeks bring about the g00d.* In the followıng artı-
cle oOmas descer1ıbes the WaY in 1C prudence dırects the other vırtues. One
m1g SUuDPOSC that ıt assıgns the end each of them, for it dırects them However,
Aquınas DSOCS beyond thıs AaNSWEeET and delves deeper into the structure of moral aCts
Hıs argumen ITUNS AS ollows the end of the moral vırtues 15 the human g00d Now
the human g00d 1s be ın agreement wıth LTCasSonN («bonum autem humanum est
cundum ratiıonem esse»). Therefifore; the ends OT what each moral vıirtue 1s aımıng al
must already pre-exIist ın man’’s 1C4SOMl ese ends preexIist A the first princıples of
the moral order.

Aquınas’s argument the analogy wıth the speculatıve order, ın IC all
arguments dIiC AaSe'! first princıples of speculatıve intellect. In the Case of the vıirtues
these princıples diC those of the practical intellect, that 1S the intellect In far a E} LO-

gether wıth the will, ıt dırects OUT act1ons. ese princıples dAIc naturally known and AIc

the startıng pomts of practical syllogısms eadıng dec1ısıon aCT. The vıirtue Of pru-
dence makes us appIy these princıples partıcular sıtuations and allows us reach
conclusıon about what cshould be done. Prudence does nNOot PITODOSC the end ıtself but O..

ders act1ons concerning the thıngs 1C conducıve the end. Therefore, these fırst
princıples of the practical intellect called synderesis) dırect prudence, 16 1n its

the moral virtues assıstıng them reach theır end It the WaY (parat
VIAM) Dy determinıng what conduces the end («ea QUE SUunft ad finem»).“ example
11l iıllustrate how prudence functions. The vırtue of plety makes us want assıst OUT

agıng parents. Prudence elps us tOo fınd the best WaY do Dy considering the s1tua-
tiıon of OUT parents and the al 1sposal.

According Arıstotle’s We  OWnNn doctrine virtues tend establısh the INncan

between EXC6SS and defic1ency in OUT act1ons. In thıs connection ONC wonders whether
prudence determınes In each Case what 15 the InNnecan OT whether virtues AIC by them-
selves dırected (8 ıt Aquinas aAargUCS that the PTITODCI end of each vırtue 15 tO conform
ıtself rıght 1CAaSOMN 10 o1ve example, COUTASC and temperance make that ONC does
not bandon the cCOorrect JjJudgment of TCcason (iudicium rectum) because of
emotions OT pass1ons. As Aquınas wrıtes, natural L1CasSonNn dıctates tO of us

follow I[CasSson In OUT actions.® However, ıt 1S the task of prudence determine how
and byC Can reach the INcan of 1C4SON The natural inclınatıon of the
moral virtues tO the INncan In OUT actı1ons 1S not sufficıent, because ıt always 1n
the sSame WAaY, whereas the INCan 15 nOot the SadIille In CVCLY CdSC

The aCTts PTODCI LO prudence dIiC delıberatıon, evaluatıon and the applıcatıon of
the faculties o act1on. Movıng aCT 15 nearest the PTODCI end of the vıirtue of
dence for thıs rCason, it 1s ıts MOST PTODCI act.®

X3 11-11 47
X4 {1-11 47,
85 1-11 47, «Naturalıs enım ratiıo dıctat Uun1cu1que ut secundum ratıonem operetur».
X6 11-11 4'7,
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Solicıtude belongs also what 15 mplıed by prudence in far 4S prudent
PCISON 15 do what MUuUStT be done and careftful In hıs act10ons. We should be SI0ow
In OUT delıberations but fast In executing what have concluded that mMust be done.
When NECCSSATY, delıberations MaYy be protracted and dec1isions postpone but they
must always be conducted carefully. We mMUuSsT, however, realıze that the eVe al 1C
prudence Tates does not OW to reach total certitude, for it partıcular

and contingent circumstances.®”

IHrF SPECIES

When spea: of prudence usually 1n of prudent personal behavıour,
that 1s of deliberating about what 1S best for us LO do under the varyıng Circumstances
OT: OUT 1ıfe However, AaIec not Just human indıvıduals, but also lıve ın tamıly
and ATC members of polıtıcal soclety. The COININON g0o0d of socl1ety 15 of greater
value than the g00d of the individual PCISON. Prudence 1S the vırtue 16 counsels us

how reach OUT g00d Since OUT personal well-being depends the COININON

200d of soclety, ds the g00d condıtion of part depends ıts relatıon the ole
Hence ıt 1S also the task of prudence LO delıberate the to promote the g0o0d
of the communıty.“® Siıince the COINIMNON Z00d dıffers from the g00d of the famıly ASs
ell ds irom the well-being of the indıyvıdual PCTSON, the vıirtue of prudence 15 pecC1-
cally dıfferent accordıng the 200d it seeks tO attaın ° It 15 tempting 1n that
prudence ıIn the polıtıcal 1e 1s reserved those who$ for ıt WOU SCCITI1I that
d ubject LO polıtıcal authorıty the indıyıdual PDCISON has need tOo dırect others.
Nevertheless St Thomas STIreESSES OUT indıyıdual responsı1bilıty for the exerclise of
1C4aSON SVCN 1ın the 16 of publıc ı1fe very human PCISON Must delıberate about
hıs actıons In far d> he 1s reasonable eıng Now he partıcıpates LO certaın
tent iın the dırection of the communı1ty OT ın the execution of COININON enterprIises
and must usc hıs Judgment. St Thomas g1ves the example of construction workers
who, 1l1e executing the plans of the archıtect, must nevertheless usec theır Judg-
ment in appliyıng them.?

MmMOst interesting development 15 OUunNn:! in question 54, artıcle of the Se-
cunda Secundee. Thomas AargucCSs that there 1s pecıal branch of prudence In the 1e
of miılıtary atters He explaıns hıs VIeEW 4S ollows What do Dy art and Dy 1CAasSON
mMust be conform what fınd In ature SINCEe nature has been establıshe: Dy dıvine
reason. Nature alms at [WO ends: in the first place, ä dırecting each ıng In ıtself; In
the second place, at opposing outsıde agents 1C attack and corrode beings. For thıs
ICason nature has ndowed anımals nOot only wıth appetıte by 1C they aATrec

8 / 11-11 47,
88 81 47,
XO {11-11 47, 11
« 1 1-11 47,
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moved those thıngs 16 dIiC adapted Xx00d theır health, but also wıth the
irascıble appetite by 16 they resist aggressive agents. Therefore, In the 1e of ICa-

SOM there must be nOot only polıtical prudence, IC orders whatever actıons CONCCIIN

the 200d, but also miılıtary prudence 1C indıcates how repell the at-
tacks of ennemies.?'

OME QUESTIONS

Vırtues mutually connected and TI1OVEC us aci ın VIEW of OUT g00d So the
question arıses whether sınful DCISON who DUISUCS goal 16 devılates from hıs
real end Caln nevertheless have the virtue of prudence. The AaNSWeT 15 that there 15
Spur10us prudence of 16 the aCTS outwardly o0k somewhat sım1ılar real DIU-
dence, but IC ın ealıty delhberates about the needed tO attaın WIONS end
The authentic virtue ÖT prudence, the other hand, discovers the COUTISC of actıons
16 ead man’s true end Prudence attalns ıts perfect StTate when it us how
reach the true end of OUT entire liıfe.?®

One mMust dıstingu1s. between the acquıred vıirtue ofprudence and infused
dence 1C 1S g1ven wıth sanctıfyıng Grace confers charıty. Sınce the virtues
dIic mutually connected supernatural prudence 1s consecutive C  arı On the other
hand, acquıred prudence necessıtates EXPeEMENGE and areful delıberatıon, 1C. aI®

ordınarıly nNOt Ooun: In the One Can develop them hrough practice.“ Ihıs
uggest that OINC needs time and experiıence tO become prudent

(«experımento egelt el tempore»).
In hıs aNSWeTI Aquınas dıstınguıishes between the fırst princıples of moral ıfe

and later princıples rules of conduct. The former aIc known naturally, the latter dIiC

acquıred later hrough experiıence OT hrough instruction. Wıth regard the knowl-
edge of the ındıyvıdual thıngs ONC has deal wıth, dıstincetion mMust be made. 1le
certaın aCTts COMNCEIN the end, others eals wıth the eadıng IO the end The ends
of the dıfferent virtues diC determıined DYy and ONC Call speak of natural 1N-
cliınatiıon toward the end The the other hand, AaIc nOot determıiıned before-
hand but must be sought and evaluated. elIr owledge does not COMEC naturally LO
INan, who consequently 15 not naturally equıppe wıth prudence, CVCI ıf ON PCISON
INAaY be better 1SpOose: DYy nature tOo acquıre it than another.** The exerc1iıse of prudence
1S not much endangered ampere by forgetfulness d by the dısturbances the
PasSsS1ONSs bring about Experience Shows how easıly OUT udgment 15 warpe: by desıre,
fear, Jealousy and

11-11 5 9
97 I1-11 4 7, 13
93 1L1-11 4 7,
94 1-I11 47,
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I HE s [ AGES REACHING PRUDENT
AND TIHE ASSISTING VIRTIUES

Question 4] o1ves the basıc indıcations about how the vıirtue ofprudence elps us
lıve according O [CasSOTI. Its interventlions always a1m at enablıng us 118 choose the MOStT

reasonable ofactıon under the ClIrcumstances and make us select the best LO
reach the end. Thıs PIOCCSS ofdelıberation and dec1isıon makıng 1S INOTC complex than ONe
WOU. suspect al first S12 the work of prudence Aquımas dıstinguishes between SCV-
era] stages OT assıstıng qualifications hıch INAY be involved. They AIic number.

In the first place, remember past act1ons and events from 1C. derıve
certaın experlence. So COINC know what happens usually In sımılar and

thıs owledge when delıberate about ofactıon (memoria).”” the second
place, mMust start delıberation from COTrrTeCT appraisal of principle 1C 1S
known by ıtself dSs rıght (intelligentia). Al reasonıng about of actıon should
Start from such general princıple and partıcular proposıtıon. By thıs remark Aquınas
Iresses OTICEC INOTEC the iImportance fiırst princıples practical intellect. He holds
that In ethics proceed MOFEe COMDOSILO (as do In all productive arts) by applyıng
eneral princıples 118 partıcular and usıng syllogısm.”® Thıs partıcular
proposıtion 1s udgment about SOTINC partıcular end example of such syllogısm 1S
the Oollowıng: dSs child mMust respect and help parents when they In need. At thıs
OmMent they In 11ICcUu sıtuation. SO ıt 15 moral g00d for 110 help them.?/

Our personal experience alone 1s NOot enough help us reach the rıght dec1s1i0n.
Concrete Circumstances present almost ndless varlıety of possibilities, and therefore
mMust be intent on learning irom others (docilitas). Our ame ofmınd must be wiıllıng-
1C6SS 118} learn.”® In addıtion OTMC must also be intent earnıng Dy one’s experience,
attıtude called keenness (Solertia).”” G1ven these prerequısıtes [CAasSon must be ready to
CarrV out its task ratio) and consıder the options and the avaılable means.1% Reason mMust

partıcular be able determine how 18 dırect one’s act1ons the end ofhuman lıfe.
hıch Aquımmnas Cal exercising foresight (providentia 101 happens that actıon cons1ıd-
ered Dy iıtself 1S g00d and conform the end but becomes bad because of Concomitating
factors. For thıs 1LCAasSoN caution Cautio) 1S equıired. Because of the varlıety of d -
tions WAN1C the g00d 1S often infected Dy what 1s bad and what 1S bad ıtselfwıth
the ofwhat 15 900d “ ONC needs circumspection (circumspectio).

45 11-11 49, «quıd autem in plurıbus est ecIuUumMm Oportet PCI experımentum cons1iderare».
96 In T lesson CIr Wallace, The Role of Demonstraion IN OFa T’heology, The

Thomist Press, Washıington 962
Y'/ EB 49, «Conclus1o0 sıngularıis syllogızatur unıversalı sınguları propositione. Primum

sıngulare est alıquıis sıngularıs finıs».
YX 11-11 49, «In partıcularıbus SUnt quası infinıtae varıetates... Indiget OMO ab alııs erudırı».
99 { 1-11 49,
| 00 I1-11 49,
101 114 49,
102 Ha 49, St Thomas speaks of CIrCUMSDeECHhO and Cautio.
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The dispos1ıt1ons ave Just enumerated AIC par of prudence and stages In
the WAdY ıt should nction. They also ATICc conditions the mınd mMust satısfy that it
Can exerc1se prudence. If, the other hand, ON cons1ıders the dıfferent fıelds In
which prudence 1S actıve the followıng branches of prudence mMust be distinguishe
accordıng the pnecıal Lype of vırtue called for (a) the prudence of those who AAA
CIN, (b) the prudence of those who dIC ubject authorıty, form of prudence 1C
dısposes tO conduct neself ın the DIODCI WAaY wıth regard tOo those In authorıty; (C)
another form of prudence nables conduct the affaırs of one’s famıly and cComprIises
the prudence needed create viable WAaY of marrıed and famıly hıfe: (d) finally, A

have SCCH, there 15 branch of prudence concerning miılıtary matters In St 9EhO-
mas’s mınd these four forms OT subjective pa of prudence aATrc 2SEe: natural
structures, the natural communities and the fact that lıve In WOT. where there
aIc forces al work IC threaten OUT lıfe, dSs 1S the CasSc in the physica. WOT. where
the anımal organısm 1S exposed disıntegrating influences from the envıronment.

For thıs LTCAasSOINMN it WOU. SPGIHN that for other Ltypes of behavıour. such ASs the
dence required tOo conduct sc1entific GAareGOT invest one’s ın stocks, there
appCAaI>s not be sufficıent basıs spea. of pecıal forms of prudence. *” Aquiınas
SayY> when explaınıng how establısh the cCorrect iINcan In consumıng food Here
the rule depends the constıitution of the body, and it Can be determined better Dy
the art of medicıne than by prudence However, it 15 prudence Judge whether

104the desıre fOor food 15 reasonable immoderate.
Finally, Aquımnas mentions three auxılıary viırtues, eubulia, 1C d he

plaıns 15 virtue 1C makes us Out areful investigatıon. Question COIN-

1dered the dispositions practical [CasOnMN must be equippe wıth that it Can proceed
wıth the exercise of prudence. We ATIC 1O'  S dealıng wıth the actual work of prudence

first 1S called ubulia 1C 1S the areful cons1ıderation of whatever 1S 1N-
volved In OUT actl1ons. The second 15 called Synes1S, that 1S the Correct jJjudgment
about what thıngs arel<)5 Finally, the virtue calledMallows us consıder actiıons
In the 1g of 1TECAaSON of hıgher princıples. It happens that somethıng be all
ng accordıng ordınary princıples, but 15 NnOLT when considered in the 1g of
hıgher princıples. An example 15 perhaps that of defensive War 1C 1ıle ustif1-
able dS such, IMaYy not be morally acceptable In V1EeW of the CONSCQUCNCCS.

St Thomas’s doctrine of MNg TC4AasSsonN dAS the erıterion of the moralıty of OUT dC-

tions 15 the centre of hıs ethics. ven ıf Arıstotle and, LO certaın extent, ato DIC-
pare: thıs theory, Thomas elaborated ıt ın unıque WAdy. Human Teason becomes the
determinatıng factor of the moralıty of OUT act1ons. However, it 15 not self-sufficıient
OT arrogant rCasOonN, for it depends the order of nature the basıs of man’s basıc

103 11-11 50,
O.d. de malo, 14, ad

105 HSE 51 «Tudicıium rectum secundum regulas... Apprehendere alıquam TeIN

secundum quod 1n est—t»
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inclinations TCason establıshes the fırst princıples MC dIC the cCcommandments of
natural law.

Must determiıine also the 5708 OW us {tO reach the ends of the 11ier-
ent eCTIOrs of actıvıty. When ACT In VIEW of these ends and ıIn keeping wıth the fırst
princıples, the vıirtues AIc generated. It IS OUT task IC6 place anı y COUTSEC of actıon In the
1g of these ends, evaluate it accordıngly and LO cons1ıder how best reach the
end In o1ng and In determinıng the LO be used 1CasSson relies prudence
Prudence In 1ts turn uscs the other viırtues, acquıred Dy personal efforts and educatıion,
and ıt avaıls of one’s OW: and other people’s experlences. Therefore, MNg IcCason d
the ecrıterion of the moralıty of OUT actı1ons 1s not cold, objective rCason, dıssecting a_
t10ns wıth surgeon’'s scalpel. It 1s the practical intellect. collaborating wıth the 111
and the viırtues. usıng one’s OW Previ1OuSs experience and lıstening tOo the advıce of
others. 1S exXxpress1ion of the human PCISON in hıs ratıonal nature
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